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use in magic. They are(14S): )I, )l, ~ I, J-.v"", ~ . 0 , ..,;4, J, ~ . {• Jo , 
I.)-!, ~ - Siirahs beginning with one of these words, are called "Mother Siiral,s" 

(-.:.i\,.-~ I), i.e. the main Siiral,s, to distinguish them from the remammg chapters, the 

tatmimat (144). The 14 letters from which these crowning words are composed are 
known as the "letters of light" (J_,Jl ._jJ.?, ~IJ.,.:ll ._jJ_;ll), while the remaining 

14 letters of the alphabet compose the "letters of darkness" (._j.J.?, ~\..Uall ._j.,_;ll, 
Ul.all). In many talismans and in some magic books tbe crowning words are 

personified. As a rule the words are pronounced and written by their disconnected 

letters, as is the rule when reciting the Qor>ii.n. and are used more often 

than the others. I have seen ( written as it is spoken, namely r-.,U-1, i.e. the 

L and (· The J., and ...r are written in the same way, as .,UJI . The 

expression (-.,LLI is also given to all s1"'iral,s w hic h begin with ( · In analyzing 

some of these curious words we find that the .:.,, pronounced nun, is the only 

letter which has a mean ing connected with the contents of the siirah whid1 it 
crowns. tJ,J> means a fish and siira/, 68, which the .:., heads, speaks of Jonas who 

is called ..::, _,,LI ~L, and ..:., __,JI .,~ r'5). pronounced /ii hii is a male name (Taha); 

so is also v-! which is pronounced yii sin (Yasin). In talismans these words are 

placed as a rule at the end of the invocation, at times between the sentences. Many 

seals containing letters of these words are known. In one case every letter of 

was represented by a name of God, which name began with one letter of this word: 
.!l was represented by I)~ ~; by ~>\.~; i$ by t.,jJ~ ~ ; t_ by ~; ,./ by J>L,, ~. 

In summing up the results of this analysis we find that the " magic" words 
are either derived from a foreign language, or represent a combination of letters 
according to mystic principles or they are undecipherable expressions (145). No 
doubt a great many of such expessions have their origin in a foreign language, but 
they have been so badly distorted that their origin can in most cases no longer be 
determined. This is especially true of words of Greek origin. The aim of the 
sorcerer is to impress his clients with unknown words of a curious, strange and 
unknown pronounciation. But there is doubtless a deeper reason for the use of 

143 The JI is found in surahs 10, 11 , 14, 1s ; 144 Dii'iratuJma<iirif, VU, 8. 

ti · JI · .,..LI ID l, 3, 29, 30, 3 I, J2; ID I 3 ; 
NOldckc•Schwally, Gesdridrte dts 

in 7; 38; ...,.1. 27; J-o.a-- 42; r 40, 
145 Tb. 

41,43, 44, 45, 46; 26, 28 ; 20 ; ..; 
QM>ii11s, 11, 68 ff. 

so; ..,-.J 19 ;.:., 68; ..,.i 36. 146 Winkler, /. c., pp. 27, 29. 
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strange words. It is the belief that Hebrew, S} riac and Greek words are m0:t 
efficacious than their equivalent in Arabic. 

Whenever a talisman is written for a specific person it contains the name 
of the person combined with that of his mother, and. n1,;ver with the ~ame of his 
father. The reasons for this old custom have been g1\'cn elsewhere (14·). 

Certain irregularities have to be noted . They make decipherment still 
more d ifficult. Orthographic mistakes have been mentioned. Often, especia.y 
in talismans engraved on metal, a verse may end abruptly for lack of room. I 
have several examples showing this irregularity (148). In a hidj,ib with three biJriiJ 
the text of the first was continued on the second, and that of the second 
on the third. 

ill. LETTERS AND :--:UMBERS. 

Leners and numbers play a very important rtile in talismans. TheJ ut 
either written in continuous lines or in cartouches. The latter mav represent sea!s 
or decorative designs of various characters. Both will be described later. The worJs 
in a talisman are often written in disconnected letters. It is beueved that the fcme of 
such a talisman is increased as it adds to the power of the talisman itself also the 
intrinsic power of the letter which is written in its full extent. As an example 
a part of a talisman of my collection may be quoted. After the \\Ord ✓• repea:ed 

9 times and the numerical value of C..J~ arc given, we see· '-:-' J. I.;. i;.JJI 

..:. (!.l)JiJI . li....,-IJI . (o)~~I • . •'c_'-:-' .J . ks) lic_JIJ .• .:,.Jt..rJI. 0i .;;..::.,i. !h"='t 
~WI '-:' J r,1)1 •'-:" .J (1'9). The dots have been placed b\ the present writer to mate 

the reading of the text easier for the student. According to some books (150) the worJsJl.i 

and ~ I should never be treated in this way. I have seen the first word wnnen m 

disconnected letters. At times the letters of one and the same word are arran!!td 
in different ways. Thus G JI is written as i ~c_JJI and as ;Jlc_.$i ome rimes 

a wo~d i~ written backwards. Thus I have met with 'c_• j.b for .1 J•c_' and tJ~J 
for V"'(J~ one of the names of tl-barhatiyrl, (see above) 

. \Vriring the words without dots is regardl:d to be still more powcriul, as 
this w~y of ~riting is the older one. The following, a part of a &idjab (in my 
collection) written on cheap paper in a curious script and ha\'ing many mistakes, 

147 Abtrtlaubt, pp. 105 ff. 
149 The letters in parcnihc cs arc ,orreccion 

of the mistakes. 

I SO .-//.<inayah fi m11lahadat1J-<1rv.-a)p~r-rdl­
n1;,1h, p. 7. 
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may serve as an example: J J~I ( i.JJI) i.JI i\.S(.~I ui(.~I ( ,JJI ) ,JI ilf'-' 

.(150a) (t_(_JJIJ) C.(.JJJ (\.Si(.JI) iC.J\ b o (1.5__.k_.,~) uu~ (Jild JiC. ut_ 

It reads C::-)1 J J-I l.!A ~\SJ..\> ~ 0 .r'I r-t111 ~ )10-i" )\ ~I r . 
At times the letters are so distorted 

that it is difficult to read them. Fig. 8 gives a 
part of a !zidjab in my possession which was 
difficult to decipher. It reads as fellows. A 
star has been placed at the beginning of 
every line. J-!b J, )al J, ),al * ._;,U:, ~ J.:bk 
'-"' ..rl.J4A•h li ~ i~\.. ~Jj * i!.lill 4:l~I~ 

~ l.i.1)•6:-J..~ If ~I Jr ~.J • ~l:i 
'1 .J * • .Jj; '1 J • .J'. ..,.C! '1 * ~:, -0'. ( or J:L;-) 
J ') .J • j>'l J 'l.J J~I J ').., * J:.111 J 'l • .J.r'2! 
•lc--')I .J. .i, .. ..f: .~_,.; J '1.J '--½•• J 'l.J '-:'.r 
c;I..L!JI..:, .J~I IS * ~-.J~I ~1.r ~IJ>•L,4k 

"Tafis . . . (names of supernatural 
powers). Answer O king Zoba<ah, the servant 
of Wednesday and make your tribes and 
the tribes of the djin dumb, (keep them 
away) from the bearer of this my talisman 
Djalil (or ijalil} the son of Zenab. They 
should not come near him, nor injure him, 
nor hurt him, neither in the night nor in 
the day, neiher while eating nor while 
drinking, neither in his getting up, nor in 

'i..r I 11 v-1l.b (.,..J '-' .b _,_JJ:, ~ ~ 
u vv-1 ~ vJ _3 .b J ._,J..9 h J 

__;:, ~ j 11 VJ I , .. ,z.J u. v......, ls? 

.,,() tJ.L.c -9...t..-<))) t" {'-'J.J 

__bJ..1 \J 0 ,__,J 7.!_9 ~ 
\ t,J 11,JtJ'l,J)J...,,..1-z_9 

~~..,1..,JvJtl jQ.)J._/ 1 

6 G4 ._J ..9J.1) 
'j) ,1.1 JJ.31 :.,...., =--1 

- '../ vJ)~, 
I J'-' J J l c./ _j J) ~ .....,1 ......c :::...-' 
lJJl~JJ _.9_..))0 ..JJJ J .!JU 
L3 J JI})_!:) ~ '--,,J J ;} J) _j 

0 1.J !]Jit!J ~.J}_!) ~j.J 

~-'"'J{k '---'JJl 6..) ~ () 

~JJJJ l<.S<l>LJ.,._..l .J.<bJ ._gt 
LU I) ._, J) '-' _;J) ,v~, ~ 

Fig. 8 

his sitting down. (I adjure you) by the sacredness of the words, which (words) 
should be upon you, and by the truth of Ahia Sharahia Adonai >A~ba>ot >al Shadai". 

When a word has to be written in a square seal, it is generally divided 
into its letters and these are arranged in the square. A silver amulet worn on 
the arm illustrates this method. The letters of u::k} have been placed into a batim, 
(Fig. 9). In one case the word ~I was written in the manner seen in Fig. IO. 

At times one letter of one of the names of God is followed by a letter 
of the name of the patient. Not knowing this custom one may not be able to 
read such a combination of letters. For example, if ~ (151) the name of the patient 

150a The words in parentheses are correction 
of the mistakes. 

151 For corresponding Hebrew talismans see 
Budge, 220, 221. 

r. 
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is combined with the name of God jl!. we have the following lettersrii;, 

0 r.,$ .1, J 

J .1, r.,$ 0 

I$ '--' J .1, 

.1, J 0 I,? 

Fig. 9 Fig. IO 

In case a person is sick with a nazlelz (153) he is treated by a ~idj~ in 
which the letters of his name are written in the above described way with th0st 
letters of the alphabet which are assigned to the element of fire (IM). The example 
given by Doutte (155

) seems at first sight to be an exception to this rule (154). But 
if we remember that the article Jl is counted as one letter we see that there is no 

irregularity. The words .;...c.11 and ~ )I are written as .J~'-!..;:.,i$JJ( JJIJI. 
"The science of letters is one of the secret sciences known only to the 

authorities in divine learning" (157). At present only the most imponant groups 
will be discussed (158

). The letters of the alphabet are divided, as was alreajy 
mentioned, into letters of light and letters of darkness. The letters of light are uscJ 
to produce unity, love and cooperation, while those of darkness produce hatred, 
misunderstanding and war. This is clearly expressed in the following verse (119): 

152 Biini, I, 40, gives other examples. 

153 Aberg/aube, pp. 34 ff. 

I 54 Derabi, p. 9. 

155 Page 174. 

156 See also kitabu_l-faief-i_l-mutawiili fl Iarhi 
mufalla!U-Ghaziili, p. 16. · 

157 

158 
Yiisif el•Awghanistani, adj-djawharu_l­
ghiili fi baw~U-mutallatiJGhaziili, p. 

159 

7, gives the follov.-ing verse wbidi 
expresses the same ide~ · . ) I J. 

S.,;,_<Alf...,J r 
t-:.. ~-' -.....!-0~ .:,If v' 

• ·u bt 1n future references this book WI 

quoted as Awghanistini. 
' 100:he! Nhili, pp. 117, 118. He gives · 

verse: 
~ -..&;I ti J .,J ,.} )/' 

~~ .!.l:R ~ _,!..!I 5 I,, 
1..1_,.. I. ~ .;.;JJ 

.... ·.J!-..;.1..1 ~ 1.i.,, 
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JL. JI ifb ..:.,,, ..::.l! I.. JI ~ uJ\:11 .)_,:ll ...JJ.r 
J~)IJ , ._\a;;II :; ; j ~w JJ)-1 J½t U.S 

The letters of darkness (160) are divided into seven letters of the lower world (mjliyth) 
and seven of the upper one (<alawiyt/1). The mfliyeh letters are J.;.tJ-..!.ijEJ and 

the <alawiyeh Jt._J,t>~::J~y. The seven first are known as sawii.qi/u)-fati~ah, as they 

do not come in the leading chapter of the Qor>an (al-fati~ah). Every letter stands for 
a name of the Almighty. The J stands for ::J ) ; E - J ~ ; J, - Jfa; j - J j; 

..!.I - -=-!V; J;, - ~ ; t - ~ -These letters with their corresponding names of 

God are assigned to the different days of the week and to the seven planets. 
Beside these seven letters every other letter of the alphabet is said to stand 

for a name of God. The substitution of the names of God by such letters does not 
occur often. The following are more frequently met with than o thers: (161) 

.I and I stand for .wl C for !.,/'" and .!:at~ 

.) 

iJ " 

J " 
• 

" J ::J l.., 

n i~ and~j 

u..W 

r n n r-

...r " i)l. 

t " ~ and f~ 
.!1 " jt 

In a talisman made of the prayer of <Abdvel-Qii.der edj-Djilani we read 
i lJ.,JI JbJ lllll r- ~J, "By the tr~th of the 'm' of malik (king) and the 'd' of 

dawam (Everlastingt. The letters iJ and i are said to belong to the "great name 

of God". Therefore the name of God i _,,} is said to be most powerful {163). One 

often reads in talismans J::J\... v- ::JL. J I)~..:.,,, Jt ~ - Nevertheless it is not 

always possible to find out the cause fo r using some letters. In a talisman of my 
collection written for Zakiyelz bint >Ammunth to cure the headache from wh ich she was 

160 The letters of light are united in the 
words: ~ ~ J ),; those of dark· 

aess ia the words: ~ -=--! ,::; ~ 
Ji; ~:,.,. 

161 Biini and other authors expound on the 
special virtues of the letters. See also 
Fliigel, ZDMG, VII, 89. T he other 

letters given by this author are scarcely 
met with iu talismans. Consult also 
a,i-niiru..,s-sa/i<, p. 43. 

162 In many old manuscripts we meet with 
this abbreviation. I GoLDZIEHER, Bismillah 
Encycl. of Relifion and E thics, Ill, 666, 667. 

163 <lniiyah, p. 4. 
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suffering, we find the seal illustrated in Fig 
of the letters in each square correspond to 

.1,.1,.1, .1, 
.1,.1,.1,.1, 

.1,.1, 
.1, .1, .1,.1, .1, 

.1, .1, .1, .1, .1, .1, .1, .1, 
.k.1.1, 

.1 .1,.1,.1, 

1,.1,..1,..1, 
.1, 

.1,..1,.1, 

.1.1.1,..1, ..1,..1,.1, 

1 1. It is to be noted that tbe numbers 
the number of the seal of bad1i{1 (1111. 

The letters are accredited ,itb 
certain virtues (1R~). The • are said to 

possess two secret!,. I) _,:l 1 _r-11, the se,ret 

inherent in the lctttr itself, ar d ,.p.wl .J"J 
the numcricalsecrct.J_,:ll _r-llisth stady 

of the relations of the letters to the 
elements, the planets, the t\\ e ·c Zodiu 
constellations and to their outer form 
Thus each of the four elements h.s 
seven letters, which letters possess the 
same characteristics as those of the 

Fig. 
11 

elements to which they belon~. This 
explains their action. The letters of fire cure diseases caused bv cold, like 11a:la1 
(pl. of 11azleh). They are also used to increase the fiery nature of loYe or of a 

planet. During war a magician is supposed to be able to increase the heat of 
J upiter (the planet of war, whose element is fire) by making use of the fiery 
letters (1

66
). It is further taught that every letter has its own angel, dji,111, inrncation, 

talisman and incense. 

Letters with an outer resemblance are called ~ l:.. ._j .J.?, "brotherly letters•. 
These are tt .l;J.,_ JP-.,,:, . J-c..r. jJ . .>.,, t (. ~--' Anvbody "ho carries these letters, 

written with saffron, rosewater and milk of a primipara becomes attractive and 
beloved. 

Letters are also divided into ~~. "quiet", i.e. all letters which have no 

dots, and •,.},,~, "speaking~, those having one, two or three dots. The first are 
used to get rid of pain and trouble (I ). 

The names of letters written with three alphabetical letters i.e when \Hitten 
as they are spelled are believed to be more active than the others. These are: 
I (._.JI), (:: (G"), ., (Jb), -> (J I->), J (~_;), i..r (~} . .._;. (~ ~ .,L, , JP [->\.:;.), 

t {~ ). t:_ {~ ). J (J~). !I (J~'), J (( 'i}, ( ({-"), 0 (0j ), ., (.,I_,). Of these the 

IJ, ( and J are the most important, as the first and third letters of the spelt name 

are the same. Bum tells us that they are written on the Tablet. This belief may 
explain why they are so extensive( · used. ( and J are more important than the \J . 

The second, fourth, sixth and eighth letters of the abdjadiytli arc known, 

164 BunI teaches that the letter .J. is used 
in war and revenge. 165 James Robson, Tht MoskmWorld, XX!\', J3. 

166 DiJ>iratu.)-ma(arif, \'11, 6 ff. 
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as was already mentioned, as (.J~- They make a lucky seal and play an important 

role in talismans. They are usually arranged in a wifq either alone or with the 
first, third, fifth, seventh and ninth letters. The seal with the letters of (.J~ 

(. J .) 1,,..1 " 
, t r 

.) u (. J r t , 
" .) 1, u 

'--' .) J (. 
, 

" "' t ~ ~ .) 

J (. u .) t r " 
, 

(. I J 

Fig. 12 Fig. 13 Fig. 14 

alone is said to belong to the letter '-:" (167). I t ts seen 10 fig. 12 (168). On the 

upper side of an octahedral silver !1idjab case (169) we find the numerical seal of 
(.J~ as shown in fig. 13. The seal of the first nine letters of the abdjadiyd, (170), 

• • • • • • • 
• • 

• • • • • • 

t ' r 
• • • • • • • • • 

YY '1, t .) 
• • • • • • 

r 0 V • • • • • • • VJ 0 ~ Y"( 

" ' 
, • 

• • • • • • • 1J ' I " (. 
Fig. 15 Fig. 16 Fig. 17 

1. e. the seal of CJ~ and ..k ~ I, 1s shown m fig. 14. The numerical values of 

these letters arranged m a 3 x 3 squares seal is given in fig. 15. The letters 

167 Biini I, 5. 

168 It is to be noted tbat the arrangement 
of the numbers representing the nu­
merical \'alues of the letters of badii~ 
in seal fig. 15 do not correspond 
with the arrangement of the letters 
in seal fi8, 17. There are several ways 
in which the numbers can be arranged 
and still ha,•e equal results when adding 

the numbers of the horizontal, \'ertical 
and diagonal. 

169 This sil\'er case is in my collection. 

170 H. H. Spoer, Arabic Maiic Medicinal Bo-cds, 
JAOS, LV, pp, 237 ff. has also described 
this seal. It is to be noted that the 
numbers of the seal fig. 13 are not 
placed in the same squares as tbe res­
pecti"e letters for which they srand, as 
seen in fig. 12. 

ti 

II 
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of .JJ., (171) and their respective numerical ,·alucs are placed in the four corners 

of ~e i,atim. In one case I found the small square:. of this 3 x 3 seal to co 

dots the number of which corresponded to .the numbers of r~e C.J'J. 
(fig. ' 1 6). The sum of every horizontal, vertical and diagonal line ts 15 lb 
seal which is also known as m11fallaf11JGl,a='iili is met with in every poison 
cup(l72) and in many talismans. But it is older than el,Ghazali who lin!d in the 11 

century. Probably Djaber bin J:Iaiyan of the 8th centuf'}· was the first to make use 
of it (17S). It is said that >Asaf bin Barabi.1 found it on the ring seal oi Adam 
As the numerical value of the word i-'>\ is 4 5 (m), i.e. the same as the sum of a I 
numbers of the seal, it is believed that this l/iitim was Adam's own seal. 

The word CJ~ may be divided into two words. each of two letters. 

This is attained by uniting the last and the first letters into - (lo\"e), and t~e 

third and second into -'> J (inclination, affection) (17~). bch word has the numerical 
value of ro. They are used to produce love. 

The nine first letters of the abjadi}eh mav also be arran,::ed in the thrtt 
words cl_,, rt'j and ~ , each word having the numerical value 15. Er-Haha\\if 

gives a /iiitim combining the letters with their corresponding numerical nlues (fin, Ij). 
There are eight different ways in which the numbers 1-9 can be arranged ID 

a 3 x 3 squares seal, giving always the sum I 5 in every horizontal, vertical and 
diagonal line (

177
). In some cases the number 4 5 is ser after the word C .J°"'., which 

means that this word has to be repeated 45 times. 

Many bawalim are built on the C.J~ seal. This is :m:omphshed by aJJing 

the numbers r-9, i.e. the numbers of this t,:ifq, to any other number. The addition 
of the horizontal, vertical and diagonal lines of anv seal, produced in this \\a,, ~hes 
the same result. As an example the following wifq may be 1-:1ven which is made 
by adding the number 66 to each of the numbers 1 9. 66 represents the numerical 
value of the letters of the word .wl. Thus we have the combination of these t\\"O 

important words in their numerical values (fig. r 8). The sum of each horizontal, 
vertical and oblique lines of this seal is 21 3. 

The sum of each line of another seal gave q67 which sum is the 
n umerical value of the verse ~~ ~ U .._,.j; j>' .:,1. In order to attain this sum 

171 Some say that C.J-1: is the name of a 
dji,in, whose services can be secured b,· 
writing his name in the form of a scai'· 
sec D.B . .Macdonald, E11cycl. of Islam, 1: 
770,771. 

172 ]POS, XVI, p. 91. 

173 W. Ahrens, StuJien ubtr J,e mafisdrm 
Quadrat, dtr .-lr11btr, Dtr Islam , \'II 18611'. 

174 Dii>1ra/11J,na1,1rif. VII, 6 ff. 

175 A wghanistani, p. 44. 

176 Page 53. 

177 \\'. Ahren~, I. c., D" Islam, \"JI, 190. 
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the number 484 was added to the numbers of (_J~ . In this way the required 
seal (fig. I 9) arose (178). 

The L J~ seal is said to belong to < UzriiYil (179), that of Israfa>il is the 

4 x 4 squares seal, of Djubra>il the 7 x 7 and of Mikii>il the 8 x 8 squares seal. At 

V• vo iA £AA 

,~ v, vr tAV 

Vt ,v V'r t \ 'f( 

£\'(' 

tA\ 

t Ao 

tA "\ 
-
t ~' 

t~• 
I ~ I I 

rJ:' f"' 

Fig. 18 Fig. 19 Fig. 20 

the same time this seal is assigned to w!ial, and Awghanistani (180) tries to find the 
proof in the fact that the numerical value of j>-j is 45, which corresponds to the 

numerical value of the nine letters of the seal. A detailed description of this seal has 
been given by the present writer in the JPOS, XVI. The description above leads 
us to the study of seals in general. This will be done in a more thorough way 
later. "The false art of talismans may be said to pay homage to real science, the 
construction of magic squares being a nice and intricate question of arithmetic" (181). 

It is believed that letters will exert a greater power if they are written in 
special ways. Thus Buni (182) has a special chapter teaching how to attain this goal. 
In talismans we meet with arrangements of letters as seen in fig. 20 and 2 I. In some 
cases the letters are written upside down, c_ :le This method was never used in fear 

cups. Some forms of the letters are preferred to others in writing talismans. Thus 
the !l is written as a rule as ~ . the ~ as ,. and the C. as c.. This method is 

often met with when the text is written with disconnected letters. 
The description of the seal of (.J-'-'. leads us to the discussion of the 

numerical values of the letters, which values are given in the following list: 
J J ~ .._j t_ ._,,. .:., ( J !l <.$ .1 (. j J o :, c:::_ o..,J I 

200 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 JO 20 IO 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 I 

t .1:,~.) c..!..>.:.iJ 
1000 900 800 700 600 500 400 300 

178 Al•/u>/u> ual-murdiiiri fl tasl;iri muliiltU• 180 Page 10. 

djiin, no author name is given, p. 21. 181 Encycl. of Rtl. arid Ethics, vidt, Charms. 

179 Biini, I, 3 3. 182 Ill, 36. 

J 
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· h · · f I tters is still used in poetrv for dating an event (163J. It is This c aractenst:Jc o e • · · b 
believed t at a ta 1sman, w 1 . I , • h 1· Jere numbers are su bstituted for letters, 1s more aru,·e tan 

· I E agic book and nearly every talisman s 1ows examp,es one with letters a one. very m l Th r II · 
· A I the numbers are placed in square seas. e 10 owm~. of this category. s a ru e ) Th f 

· r 1· · my collection is an example (fig . .22 . e sum o copied irom a ta isman rn • . . • l l 
every horizontal vertical and diagonal line is 998, which 1s tht nume)nca va ue 
of the letters of' the name of God ~ (c_-8+....J 8o+t$ 10+ =9oo · 

·A 

. . 
cc 

'\ .. \ . /\• /\ 

I 
___._t_t_t_t_c_· _t_l~ 

A 

' . 
A· 

A• 

'\ .. 
A 

' . 
/\ 

'\ .. 

'\ .. 
/\• 

' . 

r-v tr ro 
J.., c.J ( 

£ , r t r \ 
Fig. 21 Fig. 22 Fill- 23 

J 
h 

In many seals the addition of the numbers of the horizontal, vertical an 
diagonal lines do not give equal results. This is due to errors in copving. Sue 
mistakes are innumerable, and Ahrens has already called attention to the same (1'4 

In some seals one number may stand for two. The fi rst line of a biitim i 
Talmasani (

1
8.5) gives the following numbers: I 5, 90, 70 and ,+0. 40 stands for i D 

is 
70 for C. and 90 for ._,,:,. There is no letter with a numerical value of I>· Th 

number is made of 10 which stands for t$ and 5 = 1f. The seal stands thus fo 
the word ~ (sin). r 

y 
In some talismans a word may be w ritten panly by numbers and part! 

by letters, as in the case of AJJJI. The 8 stands for ( , thus the seal means c) I 
rs 

(tablet). In other amulets letters may take the place of numbers. Such leue 
stand for their numerical values, as the following seal (186) (fig. .2 3) shows. Th 
letters c_J stand for (30 + 8 =) 38, J J (30 + 6 =) 36 and the ( for 40. Th e 

is 

183 The sum of the numerical values of 
the letters following a derivati\'e of t) 
must give the required year. 

maf!isdun Quadrate el-Bii11i's, Der JJ]a,,, 
XII, 157 ff. 

184 Studien 1lber die magisdzen Quadrate der 
Araber, Der Islam, VII, 186 ff; Die 

185 Page 99. 

186 Talmasani, 89. 

-

I,' 

-
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seal is made by adding 3 3 to the numbers I 9, i.e., the numbers of nw[allafu)­

Ghazali ((_J~). The sum of every horizontal, vertical and diagonal line is IT4, 

which number stands for L~. 
When numbers stand after a word, they indicate as a rule t hat that word 

is to be repeated as often as the number indicates. As an illust ration t he following 
is gi\'en which is met w ith in every book on magic and in many talismans: 
r p l r ~l:-UI 'I" ~ ..,11. I n many cases such a number is at the same time the 

numerical value of the word or verse to be repeated. T hus in one f1idjob the number 
I I I follows the name of God j~I. This number is the numerical value of the word 

J \5:11. It indicates at the same time that this name of God has to be repeated II I 

t imes. At other times a whole sentence is followed by a number, as in the case of 

A \ A ~ .; <-;)J 0-" 'i} ()L· Here the number 8 18 stands for the numerical value of 

the sentence and indicates at t he same time the number of times the sentence has 

to be repeated. At times one and the same word is connected at different places 
with \'arious numbers. Such is the case in one amulet with the word ~ . which 

is followed in some places by the number I 29 and in others by 166.p (16i). The 

first number stands for the numerical value of the word ~ while 16641 is the 

square of 129. 
Attention shou Id be called to the fact that the Orientals prefer to use 

one of the holy numbers 3, 5, 7 or one of their powers. This rule is also followed 
in talismans whenever a word, a verse, a prayer, etc., is to be repeated. The influence 

of numbers on magic and superstition has been described by seyeral authors. 

The numbers are divided according to their numerical values into an odd 
.ind an eYen series. Letters represented by I, 3, 5, 7, 9 and by these numbers multiplied 
by IO and 100 belong to the odd series and are called ~ I f'-' , "the world of 

constriction''. T hey are used to produce some inj u ry. T hese numbers are I I I (which 

represents the numerical value of the letters 81 ), 333 (~ ). 555(<.!.-'.A),777 (~j) 

and 999 ( Lk ). The numbers of tbe even serie, ~I(~' "t he ·world. of 

expansion'' bring luck. T hey are 222 (~), -1-44 (.::..--.:>), 666 (C:-.,), 888 (,.;a-). 
T he letters of any of these words are called mutasabilzat and are used to intensify 
the power of the ot hers. T hus the letter .J (with the numerical value 200) intensifies 

the action of !.l (20) and '-:' (2), while !.I can intensify the action of '-:' only. 

Some bawotim contain in the first line the letters of a word, while all 
other lines are filled with numbers, which as a ru le represent the numerical value 

of the letters of the first line. The seal illustrated in (fig. 2--1-) may serve as an 
example. 

187 In the original it was written several 
times 166141 and as o ften 1664 J. The 

last number being the correct one. 

l 
I 

J 

II 
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Some books on magic follow a completely different way in transcribing 
letters to numbers. The method seems to be simpler than the older one 
described above, but is in reality more difficult to decipher. All letlers of the 
alphabet are replaced by the numbers r-9 in the following way: 

I stands for I 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

" " 
n n 

Thus ~ JI ,Y-JI .wl r ts represented by 

J 
' . 

._r, 

..:;,, 
' 

..!., 
' 

J, C 
i • .:, 
0 , 0 

C:.• ....r, J 

.), t...• j 
J4, ..J, C. 
j;' t.J">' ..1, 

t Arr, o £Arr or r, t ,r 
ii..$ C. J JI 0 i C. J J o J J I r.r'-! 

This method is rarely met with, nevertheless it should be tried in every set of 
letters (188). 

Beside the simple numerical value of the letters each letter enjoys a "higher 
numerical value" which is obtained by the method of J J)-1 ~- By this rule 

the letter is first written down as it is spelled, and the numerical values of the 
letters are added. Thus the 'high numerical value' of I is obtained by writing it as 

it is pronounced, -...ell . The numerical values of these three letters added together 

is II r. This method is also called ~:CJI J):-1 '-:-'~ (189). The 'high numerical value· 

of the letters of the alphabet is given here,-,,.ith (190): C. j J O .:, C ...., I 

9 67 I 3 6 3 5 5 3 3 I I I 

J.; Jo ~ t ..!.i ..::, ._; J J vP ..J t c.r 0 i J !I .,; J,, 
901805731601501401 360201 181 95 8r 13012010690 71 ror II IO 

t_. According to this method it was possible to decipher some lines of numbers 
1060 

188 M. Casanova, Alphabets Magiques Arabes 
Journal Asiatique, XVIII, 1921, 37-55. • 

189 <Ali ibn Sina, Sija•u-1->asqam (i <u/umiJ 
~urilfi ua/->arqiitn, p. r 8. 

190 Mu}:iammad bin Al;mad bin Ab1~l-Qas1m, 
al-djawiihiroJlamtnii<aJi Ji tasb1ri muliiki 
J-djin11i fil-uaqti uas-sii<ah, p. 9. 
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which seemed in the first moment to be meaningless. The following is an example: 

\\ \\ r or\\, t • \\ r \\ \\ '\"''l"'V \on. \\ , i \\ \ . These numbers represent: 

'" ,r or "' t.•\ \'r '" ,.,.. r v, O'\"' t.,, ,._, '" = ,NJ1.,µ.01, 
I J(.1:?•-=-> ..JI J~ J (...:, u I 

"to bring and to excite (to love)". At another place the following numbers were 
found: A,\\\ •V\-. They represent 71 = J; IO = .k; 11 = I:? ; 81 = ..J = ~. 

" J I IJ C 
J t I C 

' .. r• ' 1 ♦ • r, t ' rt r t \'f A\ 

1 . . 
' • ♦ r. ' ro rv r\ 0 r 1/\ Y" A 

' , ♦ • 
' ♦ ♦ r• t . rr r'/\ 1\ rr , r 

Fig. 24 Fig. 25 Fig. 26 

Some yawatim, which seem to contain senseless numbers, are read in this 
way. The 3 x 3 seal (191) illustrated above is an example (fig. 25). The sum of every 
horizontal, vertical and diagonal line is r 11, which number stands for the letter 1. 
The groups of numbers standing in each separate small square (33-41) have by 
themselves no meaning. This seal is formed by adding the number 32 to the 
numbers 1-9, the numerical values of (.JJ.._. This batim, with the sum of III, 

stands also for the name of God j~, the numerical value of which is also 111. 

The mystic science has thus appointed the name of God I.....A;:.kl for the letter 1. 
At times the high numerical value of a letter is written directly after the same, 

as or(_-
Every letter is treated at times according to et-tafil, et-taksir and d-bas!­

Tafftf means writing the letter down as it is spelled, i.e. I as jJ\. Taksir is the 

spelling of each one of these three letters: I__;, i-lJ, jJI. The bas{ is writing in letters 

the numerical value of each letter of et-taksir (192). At times the numerical values 
of the letters of a word treated according to et-taksir are squared. The result is 
supposed to be highly active. Treating the word .u,I according to et-taksir results 

in lo, rlJ, rlJ, J JI. The numerical value of these letters is 259. Multiplying this 

number by itself gives 67081, which number is occasionally met wi th. 
The most important data for reading numbers and letters has been given. 

191 Biini, IV, 3 ff. 192 Doutte, p. 167. 
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There are a few other methods which, being unimportant, ha,·e been omit:td 
Nevertheless there remain many numbers which cannot be deciphered. The 
seal seen in fig. 26 is an example of such a one: The sum of the different 
horizontal lines gives r 801 1 q and I oo respectively. Those of rlw \·ertical lines 
from left to right are 77, 3 o, r 66 and r 2 1. to one of these numbers corresponds wit1 

the numerical value of~~. which is ro I· Nor can the differences be expl3ined only 

by negligence in copying the original. 
At times the old forms of the numbers are preferreJ. ~(any texts show 

some numbers written upside down. This is especialh- true with the \ \\hich is 
written \,, and is met with in this form engra, eJ on metal amulets. The reason 

for the preference of the number 9 remained unknown to me. 
An analysis of all the seals fou nd in the four ,·olumes of Buni, fams11. • 

rna<arifi)-kubra shows that out of 347 seals 248 arc square ones. Those .squm ~~ 
where the lines are made by the elongation of letters ha,·c not been counteJ. Or 
the 248 square seals considered, r6o, i. e. 64. 5° 0 contain .J x 4 squares, 19 - ; 1 i 
18 - 5 x 5, 15 -7x7, 7 -6 x 6 and three have 8 x8 squares. The highest number of squa:cs 
in a seal was 25 x 25. There were among the 248 square seals I 5 bawi'itim where Lt 

numbers of squares in the vertical lines differed from those in the horizontal ones 
We meet with seals of 3x4, 3x5, 4x5, 4x7, 4x8, 5xro, 7xq anJ 1;:1:21 

squares. 99 seals do not belong to the square seals described abo,·c. Of these q 
are circular, 4 circular and quadratic and 2 are circular and triangular. The 
proportion of the various forms of square seals to each other is different in smaler 
books on magic. Io seven such pamphlets with 126 true square seals (i. e. v.ith 
equal squares in the vertical and horizontal lines) there were 41 or ;i O, 

with -1- x 4 squares, 3 I or 2+60/o with 3 x 3 squares and 21 or 16.6% with ; 1; 

squares. The high proportion of the 3 x 3 may be accounted for by the fact tbat 
two pamphlets dealt mainly with the C,J~ seals. 

. T~e- most important names for a seal are wifq, /Jatim, djadual. faery 
numerical !Jatim has: I. a 111uftii!1 (key) which is the smallest number found in 
tha: se~I; 2. a muglilaq (closing stone) whicb is tbe highest number ; ·,. a f.fjq 
which 1s the number of small squares in one line; + a <adi is the sum of the 
miifta~ and mughliiq; 5 • al-masa[1al, is the sum of all numbers in all the squares 
?f t~1e seal. For the_ better understanding of these expressions, the following examp:e 
1s given. The mu/tali of the badii/1 seal (fig 1 5) is 1 th , ,- h :r. 

· . • , e m11g11 aq - 9 t e u:;q"' 3, the <adl = Io and the masa[iali = 
4 5

. ' 
Whene,·er the sums of ti b I · h 

. . 1e num ers paced 111 the squares of eac 
perpendicular hne and those of each horizontal line are e I h ;r. · "d 
be a true one ( ~>- . :. •) all oth k . qua' ~ e w1.;q IS sa1. to 

'-d'· <.r .., • ers are nown as wifq mad;azi (193). According 

193 Awghanistani, 8. 



109 -

to the contents of the square of a seal we differentiate a wifq <adadi {numerical) 
from a wifq !1arfi {with letters) and a wifq kalii.mi {with words). 

Awghanistani(194) says that the seal of Saturn is the one with 3 x 3 squares, 
that of Jupiter 4 x 4 squares, of Mars 5 x 5, of the Sun 6 x 6, of Venus 7 x 7, of 
Mercury 8 x 8 and that of the Moon 9 x 9 (195). BunI who also accepts this teaching 
says in another place (196) that all planets have the same 7 x 7 seal, w ith the same 
contents, namely the letters of sawaqi/jtl-fiiti/1a!t. The only difference is the 
arrangement of the letters. The first letter in the right square of the uppermost 
horizontal line gives the clue by which the student knows to which planet the seal 
belongs. The following list shows the relation of the seven letters to the planets: 
J is assigned to the Sun, ._; to Mars, ~ to Jupiter, (. to Moon, ~ to Mercury 

t to Venus and :, to Saturn (see later). 

Beside the square seals there arc circular, triangular and quadrate seals. 
The circular are the most important. A ci rcle played formerly and still plays an 
important role in magic and superstition. Et-ta/1wi(, "the encircling", of a person in 
danger is still used in Palestine to protect that person from evil spirits and wild 

animals. This may be done by uttering words like: ~ JI i;r JI~\ ~ illy .. 
.:, T .,.cl~ cl:k .J>. . . . ~~ illy . . . . u-.wl C _,JI .J 0'. 'i I .J'-/~ I ~ illy . . . . 
ol_,,.. \.. .J etc. The person uttering one of these words draws a circle in the air 

around the person. On other occasions the procedure is carried out by drawing a 
circle on the floor (197). \Vhile doing so, powerful verses and strong magic formulae 
are uttered. Such magic circles may also be drawn in the absence of the person 
in danger. In case there is danger of a wild animal a pair of scissors are 
opened and closed while Qor>an verses are being uttered. The closed scissors are 
firmly bound together with a cord. As long as the scissors arc closed the animal 
cannot open its mouth. I have noticed that the simpler a written talisman is, 
the more often it contains one or more circles. In every book on magic there 
is some reference to et-ta/1wi/. DerabI {198) says that reading the "\' erse of the 
Throne" on a person, around whom a circle was first drawn, protects him. BunI 
gives a special talisman called dii.>irat11)-1if1ii/ali (199). Most of the printed talismans 
show circles enclosing inscnpt1ons. At times two interlocking circles are 
represented {200). All circles drawn on the g round or represented in talismans 
must be closed (201). 

194 P~ge 9. 

195 This theory prevailed also among- the 
Hebrews, Budge, 393 IT. 

196 l, 98. 

197 The same custom is described in 
Thousand and 011e Nights, I, 78, line 10 
Uesuit edition, Bcyrouth). 

198 Page 13. 
199 lll, 58 IT. The Qor>an points in several 

verses to the encircling and protecting 
power of God: Siirah 8521>-2', 4828, 
1762, 6512, 

200 Sec also I. Gold~ichcr, ZD.\fG, 1916, 
272. 

201 Awghanistiini, p. 46. 

• I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

j 
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Beside circles one finds drawings representing spirals. 1 have seen such 
representations in written talismans as well as on inscribed metal amulets 5ome1imes 
the spirals are represented by a spiral '\.Vriting, as is seen in {dsal tr-ral,t 1 ('!!. 
Most of the Mandaean inscriptions on magic bowls run in a spiral wa,· ("SJ. 

The text of a talisman is often found to be written in carcouches of differem 
designs (204

). They are met with in fear cups, metal amulets and in some primed 
~idjabat. Only rarely does one encounter them in written talismans. As 
cartouches have already been described by the present writer in another place (lOlJ 
they will not be treated in this paper. 

t to 1:-c continued) 

---------_._ __________ _ 
202 JPOS, XVI, p. 103. 

203 

204 

H. Pognon, l. c. 

Such designs were also employed in 
205 

:'ramaic Magic Bowls (Bud1te, J8l ff) and 
10 Ile brew talismans Utu·. £11.:.yd, .4m11kts 

}POS, XVI, pp. 79 ff. 
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THE DFCIPHERME~T OF ARABIC TAUS.MA, S 

Continued from <' I\' 

I\ . !-ilG. 'S A. 'D FIGURES. 

One rarely finds an amulet which does not contain at least one representarive 

of this group. uch sign are probably crvptograph,c alphabets of various forms. Some 
of these alphabets arc not pure\· imaginary. As a rule foreign alphabets have 
suffered so badly b · the negligence and ignorance of the copyist that their original 
form has .::h:mgeJ completdv and the\" can hardly be deciphered at present. T he 
Hebri::ws had the same custom of usin~ foreign alphabets in their talismans, as well 
as changing their o,~ n letter in such a wav as to become incomprehensible to the 
layman. The t\lii~ts and Hourishes which often finish the strokes are called wlunens" 
or ·crowns•. The · are to be found in A rab,c talismans and originate in Jewish 
magic • ). A J?b of Jerusalem gave me several mystic alphabets, which he said were 
used in talismans The alphabet illustrated tn fig. 27 is one of the simplest. It is 

'\1'.V\ 

v"~ bi...ro.J ( J .!J u .b ~:,-' lS.) ~ ....,. 1 

l '\ ,./\,°'t°'\; b b t ~ 

~ _b LJ" j 0 ..:_, .:, Lr' _,,H~ 

hg 27 
· \ f 1 1 •tte s The letters with numerical 

1.onstructeJ bv using the numerical va ues O t 
1
e c r · . "l .. ~ b h f m 10- 90 receive one unette , 

ulues from 1-9 arc given as simple num ers; t ose ro 

206 Douttc, 2q3 . 

-, 
l 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



those with a value 100-900 ha\'e two "lunetts", and the b ,, 1th tht numerical ,·alue 

1000, has three "lunetts" on the number 1. This idta seems to be recognized in 
some books on magic. I have found a doubtful reference co it br ~1uhammad Ahmad 
Abi_l-Qasim (207) . He writes: (J ) J ~fa ~~ d...~ l~IJ (1$) J I_;.., .....al-YI~~ l.>1 

( t) . . . . J. Jlu,I i)I.:' ~ ~ l~IJ, "If you place a zero (probablv a lunette is 

meant) on tl;e I it becomes a c.$ and if rwo zeros are placed on it, it turns into 

a J and if three, a t_ ". In the old ed ition of Buni (1 291 H) (20B) one finds some 
signs of the above alphabet 

But despite this key and those of ibn el-Wa~si and edJ-Djaldaki it is 
practically impossible to decipher texts written with these secret letters. In fig. 28 

J l\,1r-' !\~ \)\~, 
4.Jt t~ J.,A=3 ==3 3 

e 
I 

G 
Fig. 28 

a strange and curious script is seen. This same .:urious seal is rnpeated 
three times in one and the same (,id;ab of nw collection. T he first seal is followed 
by the words: ~Li;/l~l (l) o..i.,,0c~~;/IJJ~le~~~)l•l.t--:/lo..i.,,i\.,_,,;.~\)"j . 

·'Be responsible, ye servants of these lordly names, and pre,•enc injuTY and 
mischief from befalling this human body., . This text leads one to think chat 
the preceding seal contains names of the Almighty or of some hea\'enl\' 
supernatural powers. But the inscription after che second seal, which seal is a true 
copy of the first, leads the student to change his opinion. It reads 0.r-:--~ ~ I. 

"Answer, 0 Meimun ", and one is led to think that the seal contains the name of 
this demon. 

207 Al-djawiihiruJlammii1ali fl laslJlri muliikiv 
l-djitini fil-tmqli was-sii<ah, p. 11. 

208 II, I 02, 
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It to be otcd th:1.t a .. ompan n of the nc,, cJition of Bum with o\Jcr 

o es r c:t f d2m ntal d,ffcrcnce m m:un of the pre cribcd talism:ms. Tl esc 
d1 crcn,cs " p numbers lctt rs, the soca\lcd "luncnc signs as well as the 
c-stcm:a form 2nd compo mon of tali man . On 110 account could the\' be 
2,countcd fi r du t ch h\ error m cop\ing the original text, for, first they are 
too num ro ti be exp am d in this ,, :l) . nd ewnJh• thC\' comprise tigurcs 
"h re no n11sukc m cop-. mg should be expected. The t\\O following luncm: t;t\ismans 
ukcn from the me paragr:lph of t,,o different editions of Buni m.w i.ervc as an 
1 ustnmon fig 29) I ,e t ~o tali mans :m: pre crihcd for the s:11rn! ailment. The first 

CCJ ~* * 
~ -+e, ¥@/~ ~ ~ ~ ffe 

Fi 

comes from the cdiuon 12911 ll. l- A.D. 1S11 4. ,·o\. ll, p. 7<,) ,vhile the sl.!.:ond 

1s a cop) from the edition 134j ll. l- .\.D. 1~)'.!7 S ,·ol. II, p. 7:?l\~). 
rhc chang me a de ... isive prooi that the t!Uitors of this book did not 

bcbeH in the expounded upcrnarnral powers of such talismans. else they would 
not ha\c been so neg\i~ent in sub,tituting for well approved and oribinal formulae 
ne" ones \\1th n.i proof of their a.:tilm, It is iurthl.r curious that the editors of the 
later edition 1.!l\"C no explanation whatsoever for the changes and no one of the 
hundreds of ubs :mJ magidanc; who make ,faily use of this book has e,·er called 
:attention to the e .:hangcs. Thus 1mc is forced to the conclusion that most of these 
Stl!US and fi~urc arc in the first pbcc the result of imagination or of blindlv copving 
stran"e a\phab ts unc1lmprehcnsib\e to the copyist which he unknowingly changed 
radkalh·. But as 1

1
,n~ .,s such signs act on the reader in a mysterious ,, a, they 

ha'I.C fulfilled their purpo,e. It is characteristic that Mohammedan works on magic 

h:a,c also in this respect borroweJ from Judaism (
210

). 
The scYen sif..!.nS ass1~ned to the sc, en days and the se\'l.O planets ,m: well 

\mo\\,, in maAk (fi~. ,o.a) and arc to be found in mam written talismans. 
The\' arc uppo,cd to be the seals of different prophets and represent. when plact.!d 

:!09 !-omc ,nh.:r irrc~u\3rities :ir.:: ,·ol. ll. 
P· :-S of thc 0 ,.w cJition gin,s a , " 

1
'' 

squar,'1 .::al : the old .,Jition, on the 

1 h J 1 a
• :an x " 1o squ:arc $C:ll. 

0111:r ;in , 
The ncxt tW<> c:als on the ,:an": ~Jgc 

h 
'- rcn\accd in the new cd111on 

a,c rc.:n • ,.. 

lw complctd~ Jiffcrem ones. Th.: 
number- pla.;eJ in tho: bul1111 on p:agc 
Sb (old cJition. 11) Jiffcr from tho,c of 
the new edition (11. X1'. 

2 10 S.~t. Zwcmcr, n,, Tufi,m,u of A111111is111 

011 Islam , p. 255. 

---
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together, the mysterious name and seal of the Almighty (211). Their arrangement in 
seals differs in different books (212). At times lunette figures are placed in between 
the signs (213). The star is described in books (214) as a pentagram, biiti111 b111niisi, 

a b C d e 
Fig. 30 

but we as often find a hexagram. This last is believed by Mohammedans to be the 
sign of king Solomon, while the Jews call it the shield of king David (215). In an 
eight-sided tin miiskd1 where the seven signs are engraved in a primitive manner 
the star is represented (as seen in fig. 30,b) six-pointed; only one representation was 
eight-pointed (fig. 30,c}. In some books I found it represented as a circle (fig. 30,d). 
In a hand written !1idjiib, the !Jatim of which was given above, the star was given as 
seen in fig. 29,e (216). TalmasanI gives the sign + for the ladder (217). It would lead us 
beyond the scope of this treatise to go more fully into the description of these signs, 
especially as Winkler (218

) has lately made a thorough study of the same (~19). 

Attention should be called to the fact that the lists of the seven days with the 
corresponding signs, letters, names of God, planets, good and bad supernatural 
powers which are given by Doutte (220) and Winkler are practically never found in 
written talismans carried by patients, although they are found in some books on 
magic. They must be regarded in first place as a key to guide the magician 
to know which angel to call upon, which letters, signs, names of God to write and 
which planets to use while preparing a talisman for a patient, in order to exert the 
necessary power on certain evil spirits. It is a mistake to regard this combination 
of 7 x 7 objects as a magic seal believed to possess supernatural powers and used 
as an amulet (221

}. The following list gives the days of the week with the angels, 
demons, planets, metals, words, letters, characters, prophets and minerals belonging 
to each day. It is borrowed from the pamphlet sirr11_!->asrar ft isti!ufiirij-djinni 
wa!a1fiJ<ummar. Other authors differ in some respects. This combination is given 
to help in a better analysis and understanding of talismans. 

211 AberJ!laube, p. 112. 

212 See examples given by Doutte, pp. r 54, 
I 56. 

213 This is clearlv seen in the old editions 
of es·sab< <uhfid es-sulaimiiniyeh. 

214 Buni, I, 84. 
215 Doutte, p. r66, claims that Jews and 

Mohammedans regard the hexagram as 
the seal of Solomon. · 

216 See also Winkler, pp. r 15, 1 16. 

217 p. 75. 

218 Siegel und Charaktere ;,, der 111ulz. Zauberei, 
p. 116, Doum!, 155. 

219 Aberglaube, p. 112, r 13; JPOS, XVI. 
pp. 94 ff. 

220 Page 154. 

221 E. Grefe, Ettcycl. of lslam, 1, 992-993, 
describes also this combination as an 
amulet. 
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\\' cdnesda, T ::rsda, Frida,· '):iturday 

M,ka>il Sarafa11l <An1a>i\ K:isffa>il 

Barqan Samhuris Abiad ~\eimun 

Moon Mars ~\crCUI") I upiter Ycnus <.;aturn 

Ci:. 
. ..!, .1 
✓ C ~ 

~.J )~ )fa ~\: ~ ~ J~ 
mascul. 

m cul fem(~) mascul. 
with m1.:n, mas.:ul. i1.:min. mascul. 
fem. with 

,vomcn 

hot :ind cold and cold and 
Cbarac hot and cold and hot and 

dn 
,·arving moist Jry moist 

let' ) dn moist 

tin 
red plumb 

hnerals gold sihcr iron (2'.!•) mercury copper(Z'lll) 

--
Jcsu David Solomon Jacob Adam Mu~ammad Moses 

I St 5th :2nd 6th 3rd 7th 

1th 

Beside the seal ,\"ith the seven signs described abo,·e and which represents 

the Hoh• • 'ame, there is a so a iiti11111_I-Iarr z: 
1
). "the seal of t ii' which is 

represented bv the signs \t \ \ '\ '\ ~ '\ \i . The \i is also written as 'i . The old 

edition of Buni gives it as ~ . ~ome.times three '\ take the place of l· One rarely 

meets ,,. ith all these signs "nttcn together. and thcv should not be confounded 
with the lctte (.t:_JJJJJ\11('('(' which appear repeatedly in, the basmalah (231}. 

Bcsid1.: these signs there are some which have not vet b1.:en de.:iphered. 

222 

22> 

224 

225 

Fr, R11hi" i, I'• 26, ll' \ cs other names. 

\\ inkier an,I Doutt.: ha-.,e P Sli1th
th

. 
different order. C.i.n,un, Abtrgl11ubt, 

~ivcs the ordl.:f, a< it is hde, 

11us is copied from Rahawi _!/./u>lulu~I· 

ft I 
tala~i 111i u:at1-r111d1um. 

,nau.:um -.·. 
• 

5 
that the sun i, re arded as 

It ,~ cunou 
I
. and 010011 ns female; althou1h 

ma cu to ... 

h
~r indication .i.nd folk Ion ·11, idea 

c,cn· ot ~ 
10::ich"-< the ,ontrnr\'. 

226 Copied from ..\bi Ma•~ar. 

22'i ,\bi ~la•~ar assigns copper 

22S Her.: .\H ~la<~ar puts iron. 

229 ',,e )outtc, I l:11 . 

230 l"h, even sign~ h.1, 1: b~en omitt~d. 

231 Winkler, Siegel u11d Char.ikltrt p. 7; ; 
Sro,r Ara/,jr .\fatir Utdim al 80tvh, 
] 40S, L \', p. 241. Biini. I, 1\2. 

!"52 Canaan, ]POS, pp. 9i ff. 

I 
\ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



They are made of irregular lines running in every direction, as well as crypmgrapliic 
signs of no meaning. Such unintdligibk scratches and signs are found both on 
metal amulets, an<l in written talismans. 

On fear cups and oc.:assionally on metal 111a,t•iisik, some or a\l 
representations of the twelve signs of the zodia..: are engra,·ed. At times twelre 
circles with magic formulae or Qoranic Yerscs take the pla.:e of the twelve figures. 
The representation of sun and moon are the onh· figures of the planets whi..:h may 
also be found. They are usually represented as two human fa.:es. Ir has been 
possible to distinguish the one as a male and the other as a female face. or figure. 
The sun is at times represt:nte<l as an eight or many-poime<l (~33) star. and the moon 
as a crescent (23+). Near the figure representing the sun one finds at times the word ):JI, 
fire; and near that of the moon the word ~ all (a/-<idjil). the calf. t.11-11iir reit:rs, 

as has been shown elsewhere), to the sun, and e/-<idji/ to the moon. This ,,·orJ 

Y.;1 should not be confounded with ~ 11 (af->adjal) ,yhich has alread" been described 

in connection with ~ UI pl I-) l. 
Astrological bodies have played an important role in the life of all nationsf3,;) 

since oldest times. The most important heayenly bodies were the seven planets 
and the 12 constellations of the zodiac. \Ve find the representation of the 1110011 in 
all its phases carried as a protection. The crescent predominates also in these 
unwritten amulets. Even in the daily spt:ech of the Orientals one meets continuously 
with references to the heavenly bodies (236). 

True poison cups show also the representations of a lion, a serpent, a 
scorpion and two fighting dragons whose bodies are interlaced. The serpent and 
the scorpion are also seen in some printed !1idjiibii.t, esp. in es-sab< <11/,fid es-s11/eimii11iyth 
and in !1ir::: el-ghassiileh. Poison cups and such printed talismans say clearly that 
they cure every bitten person {237). On a silver plate, ,vhich used to be carried 
by a Bedouin feb on hjs arms two lions are also represented (238). I have never 
seen lion representations on printed !111dj11b. 

233 In a g-uildcd ndiskeh of nn· collection 
the sua was n:prcscmed as a star with 
21 ra,·s. 

23-i In the time of Gnostics thc crcsct:nt 
and the full moon were also used as 
amulets, Budge, 204. 

235 Is. 318 ; Judg. 826. 

236 According to Talmasani, p. 59, the 
moon has se,·eral names w hich arc used 
in magic. Some arc liiiyim, /iiilglto, /iii(iir, 
11iiros, lmro<, li,irof, llii.ialf. :S:otc that 

t:\'cry name begins with /iii '=1. 1 haw 
never seen these names in written 
talismans. 

237 .-lbuglaube, p. 67. An analysis of such 
inscriptions on poison cup~ has been 
gi\'cn in JPOS, X\'I, pp. 10-1 ff. See 
also ~LG. Wi<.:t, Catalogue Gt!nera/ du 
,\fusle .-lrabe du Cairo, Objets u, Cuhn. 

238 Renaud, Mo111111w1ls arabes, persam et 
lures, II, 337 describes thi: animal as a 
dog. 
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t umes an ark. bird or some other object is picturt.J bv the 
mtrt ate \\nnng of the text. rhus z,,cmcr (%3lll Jescribe~ a talisman of this sort 
with the ord In true nab1c fashion the Jraw , -; . hulk, master :md sails 
is made of rabc quc i c \rubic quotations from the Qor>.111 with letters lenghthened 
or d1st0ned m ord r to form the outline of the sl,1p. In the same wa,· names 

f God \'CfSC etc :ue "rittcn in :i beautiful arabc:.que stvlc. The,· are not 

aln cas to de1.1phcr. 
Other reprc cnution arc the hand, the sworJ !)11)-FiqJ,·, the 11111yallafal11 

, 1 a 1 the Dome of the Rock. the K.11b.1h. etc. The hand plays :in impo~ant 
r c m popular medicine throughout the Orient. In an.:icnt time:. it was also 
esteemed a an amulet There arc glas:., mother-of-pearl :rnJ mctal hanJs wl11ch 
arc earned b, pau nts. e p dalh b chi!Jrc11, as a protection a~ainst the evil 
C\C I did po sc a hand made of Ranud.rn brc.!ad oi d-fe{J Abu Madian lt10

) 

and ,~ hich ,u hung o, er the craJle of :i .:\1ild. Representations of the hand 
are p:unted on the outer surfa .. c of door liinels anJ jambs. At times it is 
e~en ~r.cd in the stone. More sehlom it is painteJ on ti c 111ner walls of 
house and ma ams (241) . E\'en in ti c: t.mbroidcr\' of ma1w dmricts of Pale~tine 
t e hand I taken as :t moth· . T t c '> a , ;s interpn:t the fiye fingers of the: 
lund as ~ndm for the fi\'e members ol the Mohammedan hoh family (s. above) . 
The Mohammcd:ms belie t. t .. t such a represcntat on st.ind, for the hand ot Fltmc.!h, 
l e Chnstuns for that c <;t \\an· and the Jews bdieYe it is the hand of God I 
ha, e not cen the rep re cntatton oi the hand in a written (iidjab. But talismans 
m:mufacturcd bv Jr.bs, cspcciall · those oi important mo,qucs, show it freely. 
Thu ( possess c,eral talisnl.lnS sealed with hand seal impressions. T hese talismans 
s O\'i beside the h:md figures representing the sworJ !f.11 1-Fiqar, a balance and 
s1mph or elaboratcl tinisheJ .:ircular seals. The metal seals with which the abo\'e 
named impres ions were made. arc the propert, o_f frbs. E,·ery .11 I! ~ndcavourcJ 
to produce betttr seals: and thus the studc_nt_ meets with hand~: ~words. circular Sc.!als, 
etc. of different :.izcs, cxc.:ution and conta101ng more or le~s d1flercnt texts. A copper 
cal of the hand in m, collection has been a\reaJy descnbeJ on page 76 All seal 

r · flleJ ,, itl writings Beside those dcscribeJ on pagc.!s 88 we find 

th
epr~sellntat~on ahre ,1·e . o the Thr~nc, the Mohammedan ..:rcc.!d, .).r ~ \ ~I ~\ 'J 

t 10 O\\ mg: t e rsc 
~\ J .,-.; . One Ii.ind had .:,\kl-~ .:,L. ~ .:,1., ~ r.°} ~ .Y-J ~ ~\ ~ .:,l-~\ (-f ~ On 

h d I 
. \so si:en in the sali< <11/111d ts-s11/w11amwl, and III l11r:: ti-

t e wor s w u.. ue •1 , 1 \,:; , 1 

h 
_
1 1 

r. d _,\ul\ .J";, 'JI~ ~ .J Y l I • l (~~2). T his sword, oiten r1:presented 
g assa tt1 "c 1m - 1 -b b- ·r·-1·b d · · J J L'" . d J I 

1 
-h bdon!,\eJ to <A 1 1 n a I a 1 t:rt\'eS its name. _fl_ -c1q,il', 

as two-pomt1: .in " 1 
'" • ·d I b 

f J \ 
. on its blade.!, whteh arc sai to 1aye resem led the vertebrae 

rom the un u auons 

239 
., l I ·1·1u Vfos/rm 11 'orld 

C/unt.U n ,nu t , · 

z17 ff. 

240 .4btrglaubt P· 86. 

2-11 

242 

Canaan, ,\f,,l1a111111tda11 Sa111ts a11d S,.111:/11• 
arin, p. 33. 

~ h often written wronl(h- I:. , 



of the spine. Others believe that this sword belonged originally to el-cAsi bin 
Munabbeh who was killed in the battle of Badr. The prophet then took possession 
of it (248). Seal No. 60 of Hammer-Purgstall shows this sword and gives tbe 

name <Ali. 
A round seal with .uil •\..!, L. in its centre has the seven names of <ahlu 

1-kal,J with the name of their dog surrounding rhe central inscription. These 
names were executed in a beautiful octahedron arabesque seal like that described 
on page 89 and fig. 6. There are two round seals (one 6. > cm in diameter and 
the other 6. 1 cm), each with a balance. One has a crooked line designated as 
.11.r" l..i..,. , the other has a straight line with the two ends of a crescent touching 

it at about its end. Here we read the word .11..r=JI . This seal has also the 

inscriptions: r. v--..lAll ~ JI p 41 t~ ~ ~ fa. .:,I .)I)~ i-)Lll ~ J~. 
"He, may peace be upon him, said if anybody wishes to see a spot of heaven let 
him behold the Holy City" (244). 2. o.)l:¢1 '-°!_,.!JI »-I -l::--11. Another round seal, 9. 5 cm 

in diameter, has the Verse of the Throne written around the periphery. The centre 
is divided by nine lines. The upper three lines contain letters, the meaning of which 
I was unable to decipher. The ,+th, 5th, 6th, 7th lines give the inscription 
.wl J_,__, J...wo 41 ~ v--.w.l ~ o_)!' t'"-' ~ .uil ~ .wl J_,__, J\;_ The eighth line 

has again letters and the ninth gives the signs of .. the seal of God". The hexagram 
which is omitted in this line is found in the centre of the third line. 

The most important of all seals are two larger ones showing in the centre 
an octahedron representing the Dome of the Rock. The octahedron is surrounded 
in both seals by a square and this by a number of smaller circles. The larger seal 
shows I 2, the smaller one only I I such circles. One of the eleven has an eight­
pointed star, probably a representation of the sun. All these smaller circles are filled 
with Qoranic verses. Around the periphery of each of these two rows of circles is 
a circular script of the first verse of the r7th surah. The larger of these two 
is 21 cm. in diameter, the square is 8. 5 x 8. 5 cm. and the diamater of the 
octahedron is 5 cm. The measurements of the smaller seal are: the diameter of 
the whole seal is 16 cm; of the square 7 x 7 cm. and of the octahedron ,,5 cm. In 
the centre of the octahedron the representation of the Holy Rock is seen with the 
inscription qadamu~n-nabi (the foot imprint of the prophet) and ~adjar sa<d (a stone 
of luck) on the larger seal and only qadam11~n-11abi on the smaller one. Outside the 
plan of the Mosque some of the holy places are indicated: ma!1kamat Dahud, el-manbar. 

On some printed talismans (245}, on metal cases, as well as on some >idjazat (246) 

the student may see the representation of one or more minarets with or without the 

243 There are still other traditions, diPiratuJ 
ma<iirif, VIII, .po. 

244 A [zadt! invented by the Omayyads. 
245 As in es-sab< <uhiid es-sulti111iiniyah, ~irz 

tl-ghassaltlz. 

246 Jdjiiziit are written certificates given by 
selzs of som.: dtroii! order to their 
followers. 
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~res L r rcprcscnt:auon on metal cs arc p:ilm uees, the hexagram, the sun, 
the a d fio -er \\ h1lc the l:mer have onl a decorati\c purpose the ochers 

pla, an important rtJ c m popular mcd1 inc. The palm tree is reg:m.le<l by the Arabs 
as t~e ,~ Palm br nch are carried in funeral processions. They are stuck 

on the grnc and p:nnted m mo que , houses and on the grave (24'). 
0 C r mm metal a es \\C find, a a rule, representations of St. Mary, 

the child hrist, St. George (lH ) fighting with the dragon, the 

etc 
It ma be tated at this point that Sur:11i Mohammedans, or traditionalists, 

cmp onl wme of the figur de cnbcd above, while the Shi'a, or "free thinkers". 

ad pt more or I all of them (~. 
\\ c ma nov. turn to the description of m11ballafat11.11-1111bi t2:>1

). The 
pnntcd part of th, uli man mea urcs ;ox 3S ems. It begins: ''This t.1lisman 
contasns the beautiful name of God, the Verse of the Throne, the seven sa\'ing 
\ ersc m allafctu., .,uzbi ma peace and blessings be upon him-his names, the 
name of ahl Badr the pro ·er of my lord <Ab<luJ·Q.tder el-Dj1la111, a prayer for 
d persm d1fficult1 :and other things suitable for protecting against devils". On 
the pcnph 11 three rO\\S of inscriptions en~irclc a central part which is di\'lded 
into four fields. The upper one (fig. 32) cc tai1 3 large and q smaller circles. 

The small circles contain the names: ~ - y- ~\;s, - / - J:.. _y_l- J$- - .oil 
-1:- - .la.- _ ~ _ 0--" _ c:_l.)-1 .:.t_ ✓ ~ - ✓ JI .l.:" - ..r.-.JI . The large ':1iddle 

orclc contains Jiirah 112 in beautiful arabesques surrounding the words ~I r­
~ JI 0"' JI, v.hich arc written in the centre of an eight-rayed star. The nght 

arclc contains siiral, 1 1 M and 2960, the left one siir.., 3 5
2 

and 3_9 · Two 
· I · h" · h · · · t'ons ,v ,~,\ \.:.\.. and .oil J --J ..1r ~\ ii -II i . 

sern1c1rc es m t ts part cont:un t e ms-.np 1 ....,t> - ~ 
,j )>" _,:l I J' _;,_ ~ .oil ~ Ji. The second field (see fig. 32). is taken up most I) b) 

th fi f 
· d , 1 two-poin ed Abm,e this one sees che words 

e 1gurc o a sv.or ,, '- · . J\.WI :, i i u- --J y 'J I ~ 'J . This field .has four small circles and two 

• : 1 ·1·h· I .J b ti e 1ns-ripuons ~ \ \.:. l. and .oi~ 'JI O} 'J. The four 
sem1cir-. cs. e aucr car 1 " . 

small circles arc filled with ~ .J .oil if Y \; -1:- .oi\ ii~ j l. .J ~ 1 
~\ J ~ .i ~ 

247 

H9 

C:rnun, l'lantlor~ de. ]POS, \ lll, PP· 

IP ff. 
It is a ,·cry olu custom to carr~ figures 

f d 
. fts amulets: Rrallr:ocon drr 

o cn~s • • 
,, l It• 5 v Amultl. Gen. 31, 19, 
y orftSC JI( I • • ' ' 
Judg. 1s, 24 ; l San1. 19, 13· 

.. 
1 

b innin" of the Vth century 
Since t ,e eK " f I . rcoardcd as a power u 
the cross is ., 

250 

251 

amulet. Rtak,ic)cl, f11r protes. Thrologit 
und Kinn,, I, s. 'I/. Amulet. 

Sc al· o Budge, 6-. 
.:.,~I., ~\ .:iii .Lr-I ~ ,!..:.!.. .l...r •.u> 

~ ~ ..:..~ .J ..a,l::,,-:11.:.,~I c-1-' ..,-.;SJ 
<J~:-- ·•";_, A J.-1 •1.-1., "'°1.-1., r~ -' .µ 
.fo.., ..... .,.,s::,. ~):I .ls;., J~' .Jl~ ~ 

-~ ~ .:,, .lu.Jl 4-d \:JI • ~ ~I v" <!.lb 
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- JL...ul\ .J~ .......__ ~ ,.L-A - . fhc third field ~Ms thc picture~ of 

11111ballafiit11j1•11abi \\ ith their names. The\ an:: a Qor>an, a ros.1n- 12·:), a 
matress (253), a carpet (:.:.;1), a stick, a shirt, a spear, a tooth pick, ,t cup, a mule f'), 
a water pitcher (:?.~11), two date tree~. a .. ollnium hottle, a ing, a pair of sh()("· f;~ 
a helmet (2' ). a handmill: (~-w). a crown, a sword, a co:it. :i comb e•0l, two tla!!S, anJ 2 

pulpit. The lowest field contams two l:irgc and six !imall cirdes. In the 
nght l:irgc circle the 11111['alla(iit are named a~ain. This list, which is \\ ritten in 

2'2 rhc ,econd li,1 of 111u!Jallafiit11_11-11a/>1, 256 This ohjcct i, repeated twi.:e. 
1.?iven in the fourth field, mention, t,, o 
rosaries. Th.: differences between the 257 Mentions onh one pair. 
two lists .1rc ~i\'~D in the followin!! 25& .\l1rlifar mi~li/artJ notes. means also t,1t' 

253 Thr ee 
head dress worn hclow the helmet 

ma tresses. 
254 Two carpets. 259 I: is written ~.) in tead of ,.r.J. 

25S The mule had a white .:olour and \\·:J.'.'\ JI),. called Duldul. 260 Called ~1~0 

( 

◄ 



◄ 
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erse ma omc addmon to the abo\c. The c are : a shield, three cups, a Jonke\" 
nam d \a«~ r t\\0 tripcd •armcnts n fa,, n coloured ~hin , a single str.inded shir~, 
a rapped p 11 1a,elm, half of the land Fadk, the land of w.uliJ-Qir.1, his part 
m t third of I-J21bar ::md his part of the l:md of ba11tn-Nag1r. The left hand big 
a• t contain the pra er id to ori inatc with <AbJuJ-Qldcr cl-D11lani. The 
n c;at o here I mtcrcsting : I ha\'C scaled myself, my religion, m, parents. and 

a th n s g1,cn to me b) m lord, by the strong seal by which He has sealed all 
parts of h a,en and earth ( 1). The small circles contain: - 0vl ~ - .lid~ ~ 
J, "IJ.,-J.,_,:. -~\ .!lll\ ~I '11 .JI '1 - ~ IJI {) _,.-_, -l!)·Ua;i:... fl." '4»1~ 

:.1 ... ~I .1;. JI . ., 
This ta 1sman has been described in detail m pro\'C the fact underlying 

most talismans. v.hich is important for the understanding of the composition of 
most h • The Oriental tries to combine in one and the same amulet several 
appro,ed force in orJer to assure himscli of the benefit. T here are of course 
imp c amulets ,, hich contain only one type. But the rule is to call upon several 

,;upernatural po,,er in as many ways as possible. This idea goes so far that 
Mohammedans v.ear at times amt t:ts ,, hich contain beside Arabic invocations also 
Hebre\\ \\Ords written in Hebre\\ Such amulets have been described by the present 

ritcr else,~ here ~ ). 1 poss1:ss a ecru ,. Cate which used to be issued by some seas 
of the Dome oi the Rock to ~fohammcdan pilgrims visiting Jerusalem. It contains, 
beside some in\'ocations and the badit about Jerusalem being a spot of Paradise 
(sec abm:e), a list of Mohammedan holy places "hich a pious Moslem should visit 
,,hile in Pale~tinc. This certific.lte is carried also as a protective amulet. On each 
perpendicular side of the Arabic text there are five seals of Jewish holy sites with 
their names in Hebrew. This certificate used to be issued long before the war, when 
je,, ish influence in Palestine was still very negligeable. The Jewish sanctuaries pictured 
in this amulet arc: the tombs of the kings, the tomb of Raebel, two pictures showing 
the mosque of l lebron lthe cave of Machpelah), Mizpa Samuel, the tomb of Absalom, 

fount Zion anJ the \Vailing Wall. One seal has no inscription and the writing 
of the last one could not be deciphered. This is another proof of Hebrew cabbalistic 

influence on Arabic talismans. 
Despite the analysis of talismans given in this ~aper the present writer 

I J 
· I t 

013
l
1

v texts remain obscure and undecipherable. No doubt the 
1as to a 1111t t 1.t • J • • • 

f U 
-h writings are not based on any sc1em1fic or fixed svstem. Every 

greater part o s '- . . . . . . . . Ith has more or \ess his own pecultanues in wnnng letters, signs and figures. 

261 
.._;~I • .Y ~_, .y-1_, ,$-~J ~ .}"._ ~ 
~1_,...Jl~l..l.ail 4'_ ?- <il.ll d' .:,\ (1..: . .J.J 

J-_,il_,. 

262 Canaan, The Curse i11 Palrstinia11 Folklore . 
JPOS, XV, p. 243. 
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