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strange words. It is the belief that Hebrew, Syriac and Greek words are mor

efficacious than their equivalent in Arabic.
Whenever a talisman is written for a specific person it contains the pame

of the person combined with that of his mother, and never with the name of his
father. The reasons for this old custom have been given elsewhere (),

Certain irregularities have to be noted. They make decipherment sl
more difficult. Orthographic mistakes have been mentioned. Often, especially
in talismans engraved on metal, a verse may end abruptly for lack of room. |
have several examples showing this irregularity (4%). In a hidjab with three hidri
the text of the first was continued on the second, and that of the second
on the third.

IIl. LETTERS AND NUMBERS.

Letters and numbers play a very important role in talismans. They are
either written in continuous lines or in cartouches. The latter may represent sedls
or decorative designs of various characters. Both will be described later. The words
in a talisman are often written in disconnected letters. It is believed that the force of
such a talisman is increased as it adds to the power of the talisman itself also the
intrinsic power of the letter which is written in its full extent. As an example
a part of a talisman of my collection may be quoted. After the word G repeated

9 times and the numerical value of g2 are given, we see:.). Ig. g
a(ﬂ)jrdl 4 lrd.l._jl « (o) s3la . .lch"_, . '{c8) ‘fc\."_,o . 'JJ'CJ-” O S ﬂ”t
ol o, et 005 (1), The dots have been placed by the present writer to make
the reading of the text easier for the student. According to some books (1%) the words JW
and (el should never be treated in this way. I have seen the first word written in
fiisconnected letters. At times the letters of one and the same word are arranged
in different ways. Thus .4:7-,” is written as (g:c)J' and as )J"C\ﬂ'- Some times
a word is' written backwards., Thus I have met with |E-j-lv for -L"J"é‘ and é"lf‘} |
for er& one of the names of el-barhatiyeh (see above).

? Writir?g. thl? words without dots is regarded to be still more powerful,
t llT way of writing is the older one. The following, a part of a hidjab (in my
collection) written on cheap paper in a curious script and having many mistakes,

147 Aberglaube, Pp. 105 ff. 149 The letters in parentheses are correction
of the mistakes.
148 JPOS, XVI, pp. 83, 8. 150 Al-tiniyah fi musahadati_i-arwikirribé

niyah, p. 7.
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may serve as an example: 32 (r.JJ\) l"J] ‘-._gcjdi d‘-cjdl (oJJ)) &J e
() (g radls) g pads (spgd) ppd! 1o (solos=) wos= (Jplp) Jor o

It reads C?JHJQ‘LH':"" QHJA"&JI".' rrm f:".}‘d"'ﬂ“mf‘?.

At times the letters are so distorted

that it is difficult to read them. Fig. 8 gives a ey ol Aty it o b
part of a Jlidj&{) in my possession which was ol Uﬂ.’-"-}v‘:ﬁb‘]
difficult to decipher. It reads as fellows. A —}J : 7 szu--'k
star has been placed at the beginning of )J”O e |
every line. b 8l 2 ol e 2 2b 2lb :_Jo‘lJ‘Loﬂ.J_l,oJ}ZO (w9
o A skl ey eole A o5 ¢ AllilE) ) b BN EARIC et 19 ‘r{‘
J;l-’.' lia Q*LPL}‘L'UGUJJ J:_L.‘;J*‘ﬂ!’: .. \LLJ IZ‘J&' ZJ}J.J,J-_"zﬂ'
Vs vog Yoonh Yo ciisy(or ) oo i)t
s H0g0y Jgoygm 3 &)U (or J=) ‘L_N-‘QJJJJJT.] |
Vs K13V N3 Yo 10 3Y oy éﬁwﬂwjg:ﬁﬂ«w
gladdlo ol s o U gl lal 2lal Grey yelde | J9
‘ Yy V)l
“Tati§ . . . (names of supernatural Jj";“j)j__)]ﬂ ¢ JIJ
powers)(.l Andswer O king Zobaah, the servant ddhg})ﬂu.g'}hi—-&y—)
of Wednesday and make your tribes and - : g O p]
the tribes of the djin dumb, (keep them W) ‘Uji.cﬁ' &4 2
away) t;rom the) bearer of tl;is mybtalisman '-;"j’_fJJf.-L‘-’ '---'_yj 6 5
Dijalil (or Halil) the son of Zenab. They ’. ] F
should not come near him, nor injure him, fdj)”dwuw'} % | v
nor hurt him, neither in the night nor in AT A A D= YN
the day, neiher while eating nor while Fig. 8

drinking, neither in his getting up, nor in

his sitting down. (I adjure you) by the sacredness of the words, which (words)
should be upon you, and by the truth of Ahia Sharahii Adonai >Asba’st >al Shadai”.
When a word has to be written in a square seal, it is generally divided
into its letters and these are arranged in the square. A silver amulet worn on
the arm illustrates this method. The letters of ;_.:LJ have been placed into a jatim,
(Fig. 9). In one case the word 4! was written in the manner seen in Fig. 10.

At times one letter of one of the names of God is followed by a letter
of the name of the patient. Not knowing this custom one may not be able to
read such a combination of letters. For example, if ‘}G (151) the name of the patient

150a The words in parentheses are correction I51 For corresponding Hebrew talismans see
of the mistakes. Budge, 220, 221.
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i ombined with the name of God &'31-'- we have the following' letters [
1s C

s Sdles.

=

[

e

L R
G| &

6|
R B 3

s
“ | & C.| =
TN

Fig. ¢ Fig. 10

In case a person is sick with a nazleh (¥8) he is treated by a hidiah in
which the letters of his name are written in the above described way with [hﬂﬁ'f
letters of the alphabet which are assigned to the element of fire (*4). The example
given by Doutté (1%5) seems at first sight to be an exception to this rule('®). Bu
if we remember that the article J! is counted as one letter we see that there 1s w0
irregularity. The words azall and 3 )| are written as )Ju-,-’t:-'d«.;d.f)t-lui-

“The science of letters is one of the secret sciences known only to tht
authorities in divine learning” (157). At present only the most important grous
will be discussed (1%). The letters of the alphabet are divided, as was already
mentioned, into letters of light and letters of darkness. The letters of light are ust!
to produce unity, love and cooperation, while those of darkness produce hatret

i ; P 2 . . ).
misunderstanding and war. This is clearly expressed in the following verse(*):

Ll 2 BT S
152 Banj, [, 40, gives other examples. 7, gives the following veme Wi
153 Abergiaube, pp. g expresses the same idea: u
4 glaube, pp, 34 Sondl e ot p
; o :
Dérabi, p. o, e Gindly caaSOL OIS e R
155  Page 174. In future references this book will ¥
156 See also kitabu_i~faidi_i-mutawass fi farki quoted; &2 AmEReatsms :
mutallati_)-Ghazals, p. 16. i 159  Nazili, pp. 117, 118. He gives anothe
A . ; verse: .
157 |f1.n 3114_.,.,_ Y o, Al a0y 40 e e a0 Sy
(SR 3 :
s34 wie A o g
158  Yasif el-Awghanistini, adj-djawhary 1. bl b -'£ -:'-’d’

ghali fi f;awcigiJ-mu.talla;iJ—Ghaz&li.

. G A oK lig
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'JL:)\Q:\;&:J:LJ\ L__,'.MJ‘J\;“J,'."J;J*

July i akdll 3 ;5 ollad 3, A gL 1AS
The letters of darkness('®) are dw1ded into seven letters of the lower world (suffiyeh)
and seven of the upper one (‘alawiyveh). The sufliyeh letters are -‘Pcu-u qu and
the ‘alawiyeh ;&ubbn-'-u-,a. The seven first are known as sawdgitu_l-fatihah, as they
do not come in the leading chapter of the Qor'an (a/-fatikah). Every letter stands for
a name of the Almighty. The 3 stands for >_3; c —JL.-!", O — I 3— s
S — eal; b— Ak C—.;_g-r These letters with their corresponding names of

God are assigned to the different days of the week and to the seven planets.

Beside these seven letters every other letter of the alphabet is said to stand
for a name of God. The substitation of the names of God by such letters does not
occur often. The following are more frequently met with than others: (%)

o) and | stand for &l ¢ for & and Ll
T N o o A
PP P ’.:lcand'lh-.
S . o fsdand g9 4, 3¢
J . . il e s
N o Ligga Ve (W) 5, el
= -

In a talisman made of the prayer of <Abd_el-Qader edj-Dyilani we read
el s, Sl (@ 3%, “By the truth of the ‘m’ of malik (king) and the ‘d" of
dawam (Everlasting)”. The letters 3 and {* are said to belong to the “great name
of God”. Therefore the name of God ¢33 is said to be most powerful (13). One
often reads in talismans (3ole ga sloy 3K oo K 3£ Nevertheless it is not

always possible to find out the cause for using some letters. In a talisman of my
collection written for Zakiyeh bint >Ammiineh to cure the headache from which she was

160  The letters of light are united in the letters given by this author are scarcely
words M&FJ}': those of dark- met with in talismans. Consult also
ness in the words: & o ot e an-niiru_ssali¢, p. 43
By,

162 In many old manuscripts we meet with
this abbreviation. I GOLDZIEHER, Bismillah
161  Biini and other authors expound on the Encyel. of Religion and Ethics, 111, 666, 667.
special virtues of the letters. See also
Fligel, ZDMG, VII, 89. The other 163  <Indyah, p. 4.
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suffering, we find the seal illustrated in Fig. 11. It is to be noted that the numbers
of the letters in each square correspond to the number of the seal of badiih (%),

164

LLLl

bbbl
bbbl

bl

Lll

LlblLl
L

bbbl
LLL

LLLL
blll

L

bbbl
bbbl

explains their action.

(pl. of nazieh).

planet. During war a magician is supposed to

Fig. 11

The letters are accredited with
certain virtues (). They are said 1o
possess two secrets: Q_,:U =)\, the secret
inherent in the letter itself, and sl )
the numerical secret. .}_,:L" _palt is the study
of the relations of the letters to the
clements, the planets, the twelve Zodix
constellations and to their outer form
Thus each of the four elements has
seven letters, which letters possess the
same characteristics as those of the
elements to which they belong. This

The letters of fire cure diseases caused by cold, like nazlit

They are also used to increase the fiery nature of love or of 2

be able to increase the heat of

Jupiter (the planet of war, whose element is fire) by making use of the fiery

letters (1%). It is further taught that every

talisman and incense.
Letters with an outer resemblance are called Gl a7, “brotherly letters”.

These are CC Bl o 0. 2 35 30, ¢

written with saffron, rosewater and milk of a primipara becomes attractive and

beloved.

Letters are also divided into &ls,

dots, and dab\,

The names of letters written w
as they are spelled are believed

V), 2 (o), 5 (1), 5 (),
(R

letter has its own angel, djinn, invocation,

C - Anybody who carries these letters,

“quiet”, i.e. all letters which have no

“speaking”, those having one, two or three dots. The first are
used to get rid of pain and trouble (),

ith three alphabetical letters, i:e. when written
to be more active than the others. These are:

3 (&) o (), B o(pd), o (sle), o (sl),

g (), & (), & (U6), 4 (k) J (EY), ¢ (e2) O (35), 5 (5)5). OF these the

<, ¢ and 3 are the most important,

are the same. Biini tells us that they

explain why they are so extensively used. ¢

The second, fourth, sixth and eigh

Biini teaches that the letter 1

in war and revenge,

is used

as the first and third letters of the spelt name

are written on the Tablet. This belief may
and 3 are more important than the 0.

th letters of the abdjadiyeh are known,

165  James Robson, The Maslem World, XXIV,33.
166 Da@iratu_l-ma<arif, V11, 6 £,
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as was already mentioned, as T They make a lucky seal and play an important

role in talismans. They are usually arranged in a wifg either alone or with the
first, third, fifth, seventh and ninth letters. The seal with the letters of C_,JJ

| af sl Al ey

>lelc] 2 (3 B 56 i s |ld|e

el - 0 17 T e ] B : gy AL ) (=X

2 bEife Lh Sk [0 b | oo
Fig. 12 Fig. 13 Fig. 14

alone is said to belong to the letter < (17). It is seen in fig. 12 (*%8). On the

upper side of an octahedral silver hidjab case (%) we find the numerical seal of
T as shown in fig. 13. The seal of the first nine letters of the abdjadiyeh ('),

g 72 5 e e

VY, Vole¥|Yz

A [k AVRI T Ea 1 sV A
Fig. 15 Fig. 16 Fig. 17

i. e. the seal of C"L- and Jﬂ_;,z-‘, is shown in fig. 14. The numerical values of
these letters arranged in a 3 x j squares seal is given in fig. 15. The letters

167 Bini I, 5. the numbers of the horizontal, vertical

and diagonal.

168 It is to be noted that the arrangement
of the numbers representing the nu-
merical values of the letters of baduh 170  H. H. Spoer, Arabic Magic Medicinal Bowls,
in seal fig. 15 do not correspond JAOS, LV, pp, 237 ff. has also described

i i i d that the
with the arrangement of the == this seal. It is to be note
e O heste numbers of the seal fig. 13 are not

169  This silver case is in my collection.

o sca! fig. 17. There are several ways placed in the same squares as the res-
in which the numbers can be arranged pective letters for which they stand, as
and still have equal results when adding seen in fig. 12.
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of 7% (') and their respective numerical values are placed in the four corners
of the jatim. In one case I found the small squares of this 3 x 3 seal to congy

dots, the number of which corresponded to_ the nun?bers uf.:he' g «
(ig. 16). The sum of every horizontal, vertical a_nd dlagunlal I?nc is Ij. T.‘.u
seal which is also known as mwtallatu_l-Ghazali is met with in cv."er_\' poison
cup (™) and in many talismans. But it is older than el-Ghazili who .!1\'::\1 in the 1ith
century. Probably Djiber bin Haiyin of the 8th century was the first to ll?:lkt use
of it (1;3). It is said that >Asaf bin Barahii found it on the ring seal of .-\d_am_
As the numerical value of the word ,l-:'l is 45 ('), i.e. the same as the sum of 1l
numbers of the seal, it is believed that this jatim was Adam'’s own seal.

The word L4 may be divided into two words, each of two letters
This is attained by uniting the last and the first letters into > (love), and the
third and second into >4 (inclination, affection) (). Each word has the numerical

value of 10. They are used to produce love.

The nine first letters of the abjadiyeh may also be arranged in the three
words C'I;, &> and Ak, each word having the numerical value 15. Er-Rahawi (")
gives a jatim combining the letters with their corre
There are-eight different ways in which the numbers 1-9 can be arranged in
4 3 x3 squares seal, giving always the sum 15 in every horizontal, wvertical and
diagonal line (™). In some cases the number 45 is set after the word g+, which
means that this word has to be repeated 45 times,

Many hawatim are built on the g2 seal. This is accomplished by adding
the numbers 1-9, i.e. the numbers of this wifg, to any other number. The addition
of the horizontal, vertical and diagonal lines of any seal, produced in this way, gives
the same result. As an example the following wifg may be given which is made
by adding the number 66 to each of the numbers 1-9. 66 represents the numerical
value of the letters of the word @) Thus we have the combination of these two
important words in their numerical values (fig. 18).
vertical and oblique lines of this seal i

The sum of each line of another seal gave 1467 which
numerical value of the verse il e U N el

sponding numerical values (fig. 17).

The sum of each horizontal
g 213,

sum is the
In order to attain this sum

171  Some say that T is the name of 3 173

W. Ahrens, Studien siber die magischen
djinn, whose services can b

e secured by Quadrate der Araber, Der [slam:. VII, 186 ff.

writing his name in the form of a seal; 174 Ddiratu I-matarif, VII, 6 f.
see D.B. Macdonald, Encyel. of Islam, 1, =
0, 771, 175 Awghanistini, P- 44.
176  Page 53.
172 JPOS, XV, p. 1.

177

W. Ahrens, L c.. Der Islam, VII, 190.
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the number 484 was added to the numbers of g In this way the required
seal (fig. 19) arose (178).
The e seal is said to belong to <Uzr@il (™), that of Israf@il is the

4 X 4 squares seal, of Djubr@il the 7 x 7 and of Mika’il the 8 x 8 squares seal. At

LEKQ‘“ e

Ve [ve[TA EANEAYIEAT 5 ol
14 |VY| VY EAVIEAQ[EQ) T
J:?\_,_;,; J:i‘f‘\
V|V |VY £4Y|EA0IEY - \F
Fig. 18 Fig. 19 Fig. 20

the same time this seal is assigned to zwhal, and Awghanistini (') tries to find the
proof in the fact that the numerical value of J>) is 45, which corresponds to the
numerical value of the nine letters of the seal. A detailed description of this seal has
been given by the present writer in the JPOS, XVI The description above leads
us to the study of seals in general. This will be done in a more thorough way
later. “The false art of talismans may be said to pay homage to real science, the
construction of magic squares being a nice and intricate question of arithmetic” (**!).

It is believed that letters will exert a greater power if they are written in
special ways. Thus Biini (1%2) has a special chapter teaching how to attain this goal.
In talismans we meet with arrangements of letters as seen in fig. 20 and 21. In some
cases the letters are written upside down, CDC' This method was never used in fear
cups. Some forms of the letters are preferred to others in writing talismans. Thus
the & is written as a rule as &, the y as » and the g as e This method is
often met with when the text is written with disconnected letters.

The description of the seal of T leads us to the discussion of the

numerical values of the letters, which values are given in the following Iist:
£ e S R S (- BT T T T I e
200100 90 80 70 60 504030 20 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 21
T I T
1000 900 800 700 600 500 400 300

178  Allwlo ual-murdjan fi tashiri muliki_l- 180  Page 10.
djan, no author name is given, p. 21. 181  Encycl. of Rel. and Ethics, vide, Charms.
179  Bini, I, 33. 182 1II, 36.




F 4 y 153) l[ i
T is sti i try for dating an event (1%9), 5
i istic : still used in poetry : _ :
aracteristic of letters is o e i s
h'ls ':3 that a talisman, where numbers are substituted for lt.rte.rs. is ml st
T oty hOWE &3 _
beheve_ h Iatte s alone. Every magic book and nearly every t:l!lsmian sT:I e :;i
b i 1 cals 1e following,
OFEh‘:VIt tegory. As a rule the numbers are placed in Sql;arf'&a 5. : o i-
of this ca : j ] ‘ et ! |
i i an example (fig
i my collection, is ( I e
ed from a talisman in m : 5 5 ol
copi dhorizomal vertical and diagonal line is 998, which is L‘hb- .
evVer y 3 a IR 20 =104 —=9¢ i
of the letters of the name of God Ja.a> =8+ I=80+y= +d

A *A

e £ 2

- Qe e[ Ve |As| A
A|A|[Ye]|qee YV|iY|Yoe

.-F. " 5 . . \ » ﬁ.o A A+ chgjr
gt ol iy Gl A

ki A | A [Qee])e £V (Ye[rY
Y- Y- -

Fig. 21 Fig. 22 Fig. 23

In many seals the addition of the numbers of the }mri?nnta], \:eltical,n?s
diagonal lines do not give equal results, This is due to errors in copying. 5;1.;
mistakes are innumerable, and Ahrens has already called attention to Ehe satnffl L
In some seals one number may stand for two. The first line of a hatim in
Talmasani (%) gives the following numbers : I5, 90, 70 and 40. 40 stands for &,

i i jcal v  15. This
70 for € and 9o for . There is no letter with a numerical value of 15. Th

number is made of 10 which stands for J and: 5§ = ¥, The seal stands thus for
the word Laas (sin),

N
In some talismans a word may be written partly by numbers and parn}l
by letters, as in the case of AsJJl. The 8 stands for &, thus the seal means C;“

(tablet). In other amulets letters may take the place of numbers. Such letters
stand for their numerica] values, as the following sea] (1%9) (fig. 23) shows. The

letters C’J stand for (30 4 § =) 38, J, (30 4+ 6 =) 36 and the ¢ for 40. This

185 The sum of the numerical values of magiscien Quadrate el-Bani's, Der Isam,

the letters following a derivative of t—" XIL 157 £
must give the required vear,
185  Page 99.
184 Studien jper die magischen Quadrate der
Araber, Doy Islam, VII, 186 ff; Die 186 Talmasini, 8a.
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seal is made by adding 33 to the numbers 1-9, ie., the numbers of mutallatu_|-
Ghazali (C"‘\f)' The sum of every horizontal, vertical and diagonal line is 114,
which number stands for c-'te-.

When numbers stand after a word, they indicate as a rule that thar word
is to be repeated as often as the number indicates. As an illustration the following
is given which is met with in every book on magic and in many talismans:
v ol v &l ¢ el In many cases such a number is at the same time the
numerical value of the word or verse to be repeated. Thus in one }idjab the number
111 follows the name of God QK“. This number is the numerical value of the word
QKJ‘. It indicates at the same time that this name of God has to be repeated 111
times. At other times a whole sentence is followed by a number, as in the case of
MA =320 Y ¢, Here the number 818 stands for the numerical value of
the sentence and indicates at the same time the number of times the sentence has
to be repeated. At times one and the same word is connected at different places
with various numbers. Such is the case in one amulet with the word ik, which
is followed in some places by the number 129 and in others by 16641 (**'). The
first number stands for the numerical value of the word «akd while 16641 is the
square of 129.

Attention should be called to the fact that the Orientals prefer to use
one of the holy numbers 3,5,7 or one of their powers. This rule is also followed
in talismans whenever a word, a verse, a prayer, etc., is to be repeated. The influence
of numbers on magic and superstition has been described by several authors.

The numbers are divided according to their numerical values into an odd
and an even series. Letters represented by 1, 3, 5,7, 9 and by these numbers multiplied
by 10 and 100 belong to the odd series and are called _a.dl 1”“’ “the world of
constriction”. They are used to produce some injury. These numbers are 111 (which
represents the numerical value of the letters 'Civ_‘). 333 (L), 555 (28), 777 (3£3)
and 999 (M). The numbers of the even serie, _L,..:J‘ 'l'u;, “the world of
expansion” bring luck. They are 222 (ﬁ). 444 (=3), 666 (t"J)- 888 (as>).
The letters of any of these words are called mutasabihat and are used to intensify
the power of the others. Thus the letter , (with the numerical value 200) intensifies
the action of 4 (20) and < (2), while & can intensify the action of < only.

Some jawatim contain in the first line the letters of a word, while all
other lines are filled with numbers, which as a rule represent the numerical value
of the letters of the first line. The seal illustrated in (fig. 24) may serve as an
example.

187 In the original it was written several last number being the correct one.

times 166141 and as often 16641. The

S a——




Some books on magic follow a completely different way in transcribing

The method seems to be simpler than the older ope

letters to numbers.
All letters of the

described above, but is in reality more difficult to decipher.

alphabet are replaced by the numbers 1—9 in the following way:
1 stands for & S, 8 !

o J ﬂ, bl

2
- "

s s ShoE

af rl .3

O W e Wl

~1
3
-—b.
L

» T N e
w B oo b

o oo

Thus ﬁ,-)l‘_',i-)l Ql o~ is represented by
£ A T AR R TR TR, I AR \ - A \ t X
sk T 9 L iy g e % g 3 s J J ! i

This method is rarely met with, nevertheless it should be tried in every set of
letters (188), .

_ Besxde‘ the s':imple numerical value of the letters each letter enjoys a “higher
numerical value” which is obtained by the method of Al 4SS By this rule
]rhe letter is first written down as it is spelled, and the numerical values of the
'et-ters are added. Thus the ‘high numerical value’ of | is obtained by writing it as
it is pronounced, «all . The numerical values of these three letters added together

is 111. This method is also called _;_gl-cn J& Ol (139, The ‘high numerical value’

of the letters of the alphabet is given herewith (199): A Y R Y !

: 67 13 6 3¢ P IT
L 4 : ! 3 f 3 i . 9 67 3) 53 3

Su'"_ -3 T e e L i e - & o gl ¢ J 3 S ¥

90T 605 731601 50I 401 360 201 181 95 81 130120 106 96 71 Ior 11 10

& . Accordin i i i
IEEQ ding to this method it was possible to decipher some lines of numbers

188 M. Casanova, Alphabets Maei, = 3 o
Journal Asiatigue, XVIII, Igﬁi.t&;ff;?ﬂ, 190 Muhammad bin Abmad bin Abi_l-Qisim,

189 “AN ibn Sind, SiPu Pasam 5 tuis s
hurifi uai-)arqc?m{ p. ;B.MWM Yool

al-djawahiru_l-lamma<ah fi taskiri muliik:
I-dfinni fil-uagti uas-sa‘ak, p. 9.
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which seemed in the first moment to be meaningless. The following is an example:
AR AR TR A R R R A T-A g TR S IR B These numbers represent:

RRTRAA R TR B O WO g B G S T T
Vg B A L T e L e

“to bring and to excite (to love)”. At another place the following numbers were
found: AYY))-Vi—. They represent 71=J; 10 = b 11 = §; 81 = I = wid

S [ dlellilE

Yeof¥el ) [N sy | Ys Y1 & AY A

o F I vYolyv|vra o | ¥ |IJALYA

B R T £ | PP YA mixrl3dx
Fig. 24 Fig. 25 Fig. 26

Some jawiatim, which seem to contain senseless numbers, are read in this
way. The 3 x3 seal (1) illustrated above is an example (fig. 25). The sum of every
horizontal, vertical and diagonal line is 111, which number stands for the letter 1.

The groups of numbers standing in each separate small square (33—41) have by
themselves no meaning. This seal is formed by adding the number 32 to the
numbers 1-9, the numerical values of C—"’“-' This patim, with the sum of 111,
stands also for the name of God ¥, the numerical value of which is also rrr.
The mystic science has thus appointed the name of God il for the letter |.
At times the high numerical value of a letter is written directly after the same,
as of c:

Every letter is treated at times according to et-tafsil, et-taksir and el-bast.
Tafsil means writing the letter down as it is spelled, ie. | as ). Taksir is the
spelling of each one of these three letters: 1.3, plJ, 3J). The bas is writing in letters
the numerical value of each letter of et-taksir (192). At times the numerical values
of the letters of a word treated according to et-taksir are squared. The result is
supposed to be highly active. Treating the word 4 according to et-taksir results
in Ve, fU, rU, J). The numerical value of these letters is 259. Multiplying this
number by itself gives 67081, which number is occasionally met with.

The most important data for reading numbers and letters has been given.

191 Bani, IV, 3 ff. 192 Doutté, p. 167.
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There are a few other methods which, being unimportant, have been omined
Nevertheless there remain many numbers which cannot be deciphered. The
seal seen in fig. 26 is an example of such a one: The sum of the differen
horizontal lines gives 180, 114 and 1oo respectively. Those of the vertical lines
from left to right are 77, 30, 166 and 121. No one of these numbers corresponds with
the numerical value of Jelr, which is ro4. Nor can the differences be explained only

by negligence in copying the original.

At times the old forms of the numbers are preferred. Many texts show
some numbers written upside down. This is especially true with the 4 Wwhich i
written y, and is met with in this form engraved on metal amulets. The reasm

for the preference of the number 9 remained unknown to me.

An analysis of all the seals found in the four volumes of Biini, fams )
ma‘arifi_l-kubra shows that out of 347 seals 248 are square ones. Those square seals
where the lines are made by the elongation of letters have not been counted. Of
the 248 square seals considered, 160, i. e. 64.5%, contain 4 X 4 squares, 19—313
18—5x5, 15-7%x7, 7—6 x 6 and three have 8 x 8 squares. The highest number of squares
in a seal was 25 x 25. There were among the 248 square seals 15 jpawatim where the
numbers of squares in the vertical lines differed from those in the horizontal ones
We meet with seals of 3x4, 3x5, 4X5, 4Xx7, 4x8, yx10, 7x14 and 17x2
squares. 99 seals do not belong to the square seals described above. Of these 13
are circular, 4 circular and quadratic and 2 are circular and triangular. The
proportion of the various forms of square seals to each other is different in smaller
books on magic. In seven such pamphlets with 126 true square seals (i. e. with
equal squares in the wvertical and horizontal lines) there were 41 or 31%
with 4 x 4 squares, 31 or 24.6%, with 3 X 3 squares and 21 or 16.6%, with 77
squares. The high proportion of the 3 X3 may be accounted for by the fact th
two pamphlets dealt mainly with the Cs% seals. ]

‘ The. most important names for a seal are wifq, hatim, djadual, Eveny
numerical jatim has: 1. a muftah (key) which is the smallest number found in
that seal; 2. a mughlag (closing stone) which is the highest number; 3. 2 wiff
which is the number of small squares in onme line; 4. a <adl is thc. su’n.l of the
muftah and mughlag; . al-masahakh is the sum of all numbers in all the squares
of the seal. For the better understanding of these expressions , -
is given. The muftih of the badiih seal
3, the wadl = 10 and the masihah = 45.

Whenever the sums of

perpendicular line and those of each

1 y the following example
(fig. 15) is 1, the mughlag = 9, the wifg=

the numbers placed in the squares of each
be a true one (3.e> 38 ), al horizontal line are equal, the wifg is said ©
F= ), all others are known as wifq madjazi (1), According

183  Awghanistani, 8.




to the contents of the square of a seal we differentiate a wifg <adadi (numerical)
from a wifq harfi (with letters) and a wifg kalami (with words).

Awghanistini (1) says that the seal of Saturn is the one with 3 x 3 squares,
that of Jupiter 4 x 4 squares, of Mars 5 x 5, of the Sun 6 x6, of Venus 7x7, of
Mercury 8 x 8 and that of the Moon 9 x 9 (%). Biini who also accepts this teaching
says in another place (*%) that all planets have the same 7 x 7 seal, with the same
contents, namely the letters of sawagit_ul-fatihah. The only difference is the
arrangement of the letters. The first letter in the right square of the uppermost
horizontal line gives the clue by which the student knows to which planet the seal
belongs. The following list shows the relation of the seven letters to the planets:
o3 is assigned to the Sun, _* to Mars, & to Jupiter, T to Moon, & to Mercury

'C to Venus and ) to Saturn (see later).

Beside the square seals there are circular, triangular and quadrate seals.
The circular are the most important. A circle played formerly and still plays an
important rdle in magic and superstition. El-tahwit, “the encircling”, of a person in
danger is still used in Palestine to protect that person from evil spirits and wild
animals. This may be done by uttering words like: f}‘ f}‘&‘r_} O o

o) > Ly etc. The person uttering one of these words draws a circle in the air

around the person. On other occasions the procedure is carried out by drawing a
circle on the floor (7). 'While doing so, powerful verses and strong magic formulae
are uttered. Such magic circles may also be drawn in the absence of the person
in danger. In case there is danger of a wild animal a pair of scissors are
opened and closed while Qor’an verses are being uttered. The closed scissors are
firmly bound together with a cord. As long as the scissors are closed the animal
cannot open its mouth. I have noticed that the simpler a written talisman is,
the more often it contains one or more circles. In every book on magic there
is some reference to et-tahwit. Derabi('®) says that reading the “Verse of the
Throne” on a person, around whom a circle was first drawn, protects him. Biini
gives a special talisman called d@iratu_l->ihaiak ('*®). Most of the printed talismans
show circles enclosing inscriptions. At times two interlocking circles are
represented (). All circles drawn on the ground or represented in talismans
must be closed (2%).

194  Page o. 198  Page 13.

195 This theory prevailed also among the 199 1II, 58 fi. The Qor’dn points in several
Hebrews, Budge, 393 ff. verses to the encircling and protecting

power of God: Sirah 85 48%

196 1, o8
» 98. 17%, 6512,

197 The same custom is described in 200 See also 1. Goldzieher, ZDMG, 1916,
Thousand and One Nights, I, 78, line 10 272.

(Jesuit edition, Beyrouth). 201  Awghanistani, p. 46.

A
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Beside circles one finds drawings representing spirals. I have seen such
representations in written talismans as well as on inscribed metal amulets. Sometime:
the spirals are represented by a spiral writing, as is seen in f@sat er-radjfeh [
Most of the Mandaean inscriptions on magic bowls run in a spiral way (*9

The text of a talisman is often found to be written in cartouches of differ

rent
designs (*%). They are met with in fear cups, metal amulets and in some printed
hidjabat.  Only rarely does one encounter them in written talismans. As
cartouches have already been described by the present writer in another place (%

they will not be treated in this paper.

(to be contin

TEwrk Caxaax

JPOS, XVI, p. 103.

Aramaic Magic Bowls

: (Budge, 283 ) and
H. Pognon, 1. ¢, in Hebrew talismans (.

ew. Encyel, Amulets).

205 JPOS, XVI, pp. - '
Such designs were also 1 PP 79 fi.

employed in
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THE DECIPHERMENT OF ARABIC TALISMANS

Continued from vol. 1V

IV. SIGNS AND FIGURES.

One rarely finds an amulet which does not contain at least one representative
of this group. Such signs are probably cryptographic alphabets of various forms. Some
of these alphabets are not purely imaginary. As a rule foreign alphabets have
saffered so badly by the negligence and ignorance of the copyist that their original
form has changed completely and they can hardly be deciphered at present The
Hebrews had the same custom of using foreign alphabets in their talismans, as well
as changing their own letters In such a way as to become incomprehensible 10 the
layman. The twists and flourishes which often finish the strokes are called “lunetts”
or “crowns’. They are to be found in Arabic talismans and originate in Jewish
magic (™). A 3§z} of Jerusalem gave me several mystic alphabets, which he said were
used in talismans. The alphabet illustrated in fig. 27 is one of the simplest. It is

AAYILY FYYPaAAVY o N
u’ébw;:(dﬂq.b(‘-,}) 30 % <!
byAav LIty vl

GLJb%béJfé
Fig. 27

| S~ L » F & » S‘
constructed by using the numerical values of the Iu‘,t_er
bers; those from 109

The letters with numerical
: i o receive one “lunette”,
values from 1—9 are given as simple num

206 Douné, 203.
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those with a value 100—-900 have two “lunetts”, and the :V_ with the numerical value

ems to be recogni

1000, has three “lunetts” on the number 1.
v Muhammad

1‘.,54 Yl

some books on magic. I have found a doubtful reference to

Abi_l-Qasim (*7), He writes: I'J!:;! .',t_:-‘i-" "‘:L‘ el lbl,‘ G:?'
{(i] W e L-j‘.' Ju-d’l :l;:)U 4:19 CJ-Lv- 1..31‘-‘ “If vou ‘p.‘.‘.cc a Zero -;1:'.&59;&\\' a §L|31:I:t 18

meant) on the! it becomes a (¢ and if two zeros are placed on it, it tums into

a & and if three, a C ". In the old edition of Biini (1291 H) (**®) one finds some

signs of the above alphabet.
But despite this key and those of ibn el-Wah3i and edj-Djaldaki it is
cret letters. In fig. 28

practically impossible to decipher texts written with these secret

J AAS— A AL
etk = 33
J‘z (‘\L—’E’é’ﬁé’

—/ (7]
G i T

.

E 3

Fig. 28

a strange and curious script is seen. This same curious seal is repeated
three times in one and the same hidjab of mv ce ;”u‘:ius]. The first seal is followed

by the words: &Wli¥lasd) ()eds 4o ©3Y 5 & bVl ada plas | | Ky

Be responsible, ye servants of these lordly names, and prevent injury and

mischief from befalling this human body”. This text leads one to think that
the preceding seal contains names of the Almighty or of some heavenly
supernatural powers. But the inscription after the second seal, which seal is a true
copy of the first, leads the student to change his opinion. It reads Oyl !,
Answer, O Meimtin”, and one is led to think that the seal contains the name of

this demon.

207  Aldjawidhiru_Llammacah fi tashiri muliiki_ 208 II, roz.
Fdjinni filwagti was-satak, p. 11.
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together, the mysterious name and seal of the Almighty (*1). Their arrangement in
seals differs in different books (212). At times lunette figures are placed in between

the signs (3%). The star is described in books (*4) as a pentagram, jpatim fumas,

G?_uuﬁ:(ﬂﬁ‘x ¥ % 0 X

Fig. 30

but we as often find a hexagram. This last is believed by Mohammedans to be the
sign of king Solomon, while the Jews call it the shield of king David (*%). In an
eight-sided tin maskeh where the seven signs are engraved in a primitive manner
the star is represented (as seen in fig. 30,b) six-pointed; only one representation was
eight-pointed (fig. 30,c). In some books I found it represented as a circle (fig. 30,d).
In a hand written hidjab, the jatim of which was given above, the star was given as
seen in fig. 29,e (%%, Talmasani gives the sign + for the ladder(*"). It would lead us
beyond the scope of this treatise to go more fully into the description of these signs,
especially as Winkler (*'®) has lately made a thorough study of the same (*¥).
Attention should be called to the fact that the lists of the seven days with the
corresponding signs, letters, names of God, planets, good and bad supernatural
powers which are given by Doutté () and Winkler are practically never found in
written talismans carried by patients, although they are found in some books on
magic. They must be regarded in first place as a key to guide the magician
to know which angel to call upon, which letters, signs, names of God to write and
which planets to use while preparing a talisman for a patient, in order to exert the
necessary power on certain evil spirits. It is a mistake to regard this combination
of 7 x 7 objects as a magic seal believed to possess supernatural powers and used
as an amulet (). The following list gives the days of the week with the angels,
demons, planets, metals, words, letters, characters, prophets and minerals belonging
to each day. It is borrowed from the pamphlet sirru_loasrir 1 istthdari_l-djinmi
wagarfi_l-@mmar. Other authors differ in some respects. This combination is given
to help in a better analysis and understanding of talismans.

211 Aberglaube; p. 112. 217 pums.

212 Seg examples given by Doutté, pp. 154, Siegel und Charakiere in der muh. Zauberei,
10 p. 116; Doutté, 155,
213 This is clearly seen in the old editions
of essab¢ Cuhiid essulaimaniyeh. Aberglaube, p. 112, 113; JPOS, XVI,
214 Bani, I, 84. : pp- 94 ff
Doutté, p. 166, claims that Jews and Page 154.
Mohammedans regard the hexagram as
% ‘ E. Grefe, Encycl. of Klam, 1, 992—g03,
the seal of Solomon. describes also this combination as ’;1:1'1
See also Winkler, pp. 115, 116. amulet.
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Day Sunday Monday Tuesday l\\ \.d‘ﬂL‘.‘pd"l\l Thursdav Friday 1| .\‘.nurdaym
Angels Ragiwil | Djubriil hamamu‘nl Mikail \ Sarafi’il | cAnmi@il | Kasfiail
Diinn (=) Mudhib Murrah Ahmar l Barqin ‘ Samhiiris Abiad Meimiin
Planet Sun Moon Mars Mercury \ Jupiter Venus Saturn |
| e . . : ; - |
Letters (5=) . c o k C 3 .
i Names of . A i ¥ ) Y
God (=) ) A 5 =l AP n- EE
mascul. |
Sex (=%) mascul.(®)| fem. (**) mascul, \-“th mf”' mascul. femin, mascul.
fem. with
women
Charac- hot and | cold and hu! and ey hot and cold and | cold and
er (%) dry moist ayre moist dry moist
red
Mi Ly a " - i , b
Minerals gold silver iron (*=') \ mercury tin copper plum
e
Prophet (™*)|  Jesus David Solomon \ acob Adam |Muhammad| Moses
Heaven (29) 4th 1st sth | 20d . - 6th 3rd 7th
Beside the seal with the seven signs described above and which represents
the Holy Name, there is also 3 hatimu_3-sarr (®1), “the seal of evil”. which is

The L is also written as Y. The old

Lyyaaaal.
as Y. Sometimes three 4 take the place of 4.
written together, and they should not be confounded
hich appear repeatedly in, the basmalah (*?).

which have

répresented by the signs
o e : ne :
edition of Biini gives 1t One rarely
meets with all these signs

with the letters CCJJ;,JJ“\((( w

Beside these signs there are some not vet been deciphered.

222  ErRahawi, p- 46, gives other names. 226 Copied from AbL Ma3ar.
T Hghtly 227  Abi Matar assigns copper.
T - ¢ youtrt¢ have @ shghtl}
= \l\;inkh.: :m‘:hlr m‘(-‘aﬂn;m Aberglaube, 228 Here Abi Mat3ar puts iron.
differen atd .
gives the order, 85 iv is here 229 See Doutté, 187,
224 This is copied from l‘)'“h““'i,f“""“)"'b 230 The seven signs have been omitted.
o -iim fie Ifdhr'\'im[ wan-nudjim.
MARTIHIE 231  Winkler, Siegel und Charakfere. p- 77+
995 [t is curious that the sun is regarded az Spoer, Arabic Magic Medicinal Bowls,
= masculin and moon as female ; althoug JAOS, LV, p. 241, Bani, 1. 82,
. other jndication and folkloristic idea
every ¢ 232  Canaan, JPOS, pp. 97 fi
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They are made of irregular lines running in every direction, as well as cryptographic

signs of no meaning. Such unintelligible scratches and signs are found both on

metal amulets, and in written talismans.

On fear cups and occassionally on metal mawasik, some or all
representations of the twelve signs of the zodiac are engraved. At times twelve
circles with magic formulae or Qoranic verses take the place of the twelve figures.
The representation of sun and moon are the only figures of the planets which may

also be found. They are usually represented as two human faces. It has been

possible to distinguish the one as a male and the other as a female face, or figure.
The sun is at times represented as an eight or many-pointed (*¥) star, and the moon
as a crescent (**). Near the figure representing the sun one finds at times the word U,

fire; and near that of the moon the word ‘_};51 (al-<djil), the calf. Ew-nar refers,

as has been shown elsewhere), to the sun, and e/-¢djil to the moon. This word

J%’-"’“u should not be confounded with Js}'” (a/->adjal) which has already been described

in connection with el Ja»“ lp-}” 4

Astrological bodies have played an important role in the life of all nations(%9)
since oldest times. The most important heavenly bodies were the seven planets
and the 12 constellations of the zodiac. We find the representation of the moon in
all its phases carried as a protection. The crescent predominates also in these
unwritten amulets. Even in the daily speech of the Orientals one meets continuously
with references to the heavenly bodies (%),

True poison cups show also the representations of a lion, a serpent, a
scorpion and two fighting dragons whose bodies are interlaced, The serpent and
the scorpion are also scen in some printed hidjabat, esp. in es-sab< wuhiid es-suleimaniyeh
and in Jurz el-ghassaleh. Poison cups and such printed talismans say clearly that
they cure every bitten person (¥%). On a silver plate, which used to be carried
by a Bedouin sZk on hjs arms two lions are also represented (3). I have never
seen lion representations on printed Judjub.

In a guilded maskek of mv ecti - . =
: f HASEEl '{ 1y collection every name begins with /g U . I have
the sun was represented as g Wi ; 3
P ed as a star with never seen these names in written
21 rays. :
: talismans.

In the time of Gnostics the crescent

; Aberglaube, p. 67. / analysis of such
and the full moon were also used as ¥ TN e e i k

amulets, Budge, 204. it?script.ions on p({ison cups has_ bt:_cn
_ given in JPOS, XVI, pp. 104 ff. See
Is. 31%; Judg. 8%. also M.G. Wietr, Catalogue Général du

; - Musé, abe ¢ 7, e,
According to Talmasini, p. 59, the Husée Arabe du Cairo, Objels en Cuivre

moon has several names which are used Renaud, Monuments arabes, persans el
in magic. Some are liakim, lialeho, lidfir, tures, 11, 337 describes the animal as a
ltards, lrars<, lards, liatali. Note that dog.
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At times an ark, a bird or some other object is pictured by the
intricate writing of the text. Thus Zwemer (*¥) describes a talisman of this sort
with the words: “In true Arabic fashion the drawing .... hulk, master and sails
is made of arabesques, i.c. Arabic quotations from the Qor’an with letters lenghthened
or distorted in order to form the outline of the ship.” In the same way names
of God. verses etc. are written in a beautiful arabesque style. They are not
always easy to decipher.

Other representations are the hand, the sword Du_l-Figar, the muhallatatu
wnabi, the Dome of the Rock, the Katbah. etc. The hand plays an important
tdle in popular medicine throughout the Orient. In ancient times it was also
esteemed as an amulet. There are glass, mother-of-pearl and metal hands which
are carried by patients, especially by children, as a protection against the evil
eve. 1 did possess a hand made of Ramadin bread of e-sgh Abu Madian (219)
and which was hung over the cradle of a child. Representations of the hand
are painted on the outer surface of door lintels and jambs. At times it is
even carved in the stone. More seldom it is painted on the inner walls of
houses and magiams (*'). Even in the embroidery of many districts of Palestine
the hand is taken as a motive. The Shita feks interpret the five fingers of the
hand as standing for the five members of the Mohammedan holy family (s. above).
The Mohammedans believe that such a representation stands for the hand of Fatmeh,
the Christians for that of St.Mary and the Jews believe it is the hand of God. I
have not seen the representation of the hand in a written hidjab. But 'talismans
manufactured by déhs, especially those of important mosques, s.h‘ow it 'freely.
Thus I possess several talismans sealed with hand-seal impressions. [hese talismans
show beside the hand figures representing the sword 4.:,:-1-:1‘::-, a .balance and
simply or elaborately finished circular seals. The mf:ta} scals‘wlth vihu:h the above
named impressions were made, are the property of sehs. Every $eh tz:n'deavourcd
to produce better seals; and thus the :itudc_nl. meets with hands: _swurds, circular seals,
ete. of different sizes, execution and containing more or le:ss different texts. A copper
seal of the hand in my collection has been already described on page 76. All seal

i 3 4 rriti Beside those described on pages 88 we find
representations are filled with writings. 9
.hf- l‘ullowing"‘ the Verse of the Throne, the Mohammedan creed, aF SV A Y

“ﬂl-":&t"eJt"".'(:"."t:o"ﬂ_-di“_oo\—r‘ﬂ(:fl_..on

n in the sab cuhiid es-suleimaniyeh and in hirz el-

@l Jgey. One hand had O

the swords which are also see

) 2 ad )hﬂ\ P N e Y, ,}9 Nioks \J(m}. This sword, often represented
ghscsich ?\'C‘? nm { which belonged to ¢Ali ibn abi Talib, derives its name, du_l-Figar,
o :wo-lpulnttju{aﬁ\om on its blade, which are said to have resembled the vertebrae
from the un :

Maoslem World, XXV, 241  Canaan, Mohammedan Saints and Sanciu-
' aries, p. 33.

The

239 Chinese Amulet,
217 . 242 & is often written wrongly =
240  Aberglaube. P 86.
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of the spine. Others believe that this sword belonged originally to el-“Asi bin

Munabbeh who was killed in the battle of Badr. The prophet then took possession
of it (#8). Seal No. 6o of Hammer-Purgstall shows this sword and gives the

name <AlL

A round seal with 4 *l2 L in its centre has the seven names of tahix
I-kahf with the name of their dog surrounding the central inscription. These
names were executed in a beautiful octahedron arabesque seal like that described
on” page 89 and fig. 6. There are two round seals {one 6.5 cm in diameter and
the other 6.1 cm), each with a balance. One has a crooked line designated as
Ll 2 laa | the other has a straight line with the two ends of a crescent touching
it at about its end. Here we read the word Ll &) This seal has also the
inscriptions: 1. u-v-li“ = Jl J‘ﬂ-;h i CU'-' o L;E.. J]ﬂ-' ! 3‘)1 oo r)l-—n ":19 J§,
“He, may peace be upon him, said if anybody wishes to see a spot of heaven let
him behold the Holy City” (24). 2. 831l b &) aa~) ol Another round seal, 9.5 cm
in diameter, has the Verse of the Throne written around the periphery. The centre
is divided by nine lines. The upper three lines contain letters, the meaning of which
I was unable to decipher. The g4th, sth, 6th, 7th lines give the inscription’
@l J gy Bae od) o oedal) e 3 2 é—} ale &) J.a &) J guy JB. The eighth line
has again letters and the ninth gives the signs of “the seal of God”. The hexagram
which is omitted in this line is found in the centre of the third line.

The most important of all seals are two larger ones showing in the centre
an octahedron representing the Dome of the Rock. The octahedron is surrounded
in both seals by a square and this by a number of smaller circles. The larger seal
shows 12, the smaller one only 11 such circles. One of the eleven has an eight
pointed star, probably a representation of the sun. All these smaller circles are filled
with Qoranic verses. Around the periphery of each of these two rows of circles is
a circular script of the first verse of the 17th sw#rakh. The larger of these two
is 21 ecm. in diameter, the square is 8.5 x 8.5 cm. and the diamater of the
octahedron is 5 ¢m. The measurements of the smaller seal are: the diameter of
the whole seal is 16 cm; of the square 7 x 7 cm. and of the octahedron 3,5 cm. In
the centre of the octahedron the representation of the Holy Rock is seen with the
inscription gadamu_n-nabi (the foot imprint of the prophet) and hadjar sa<d (a stone
of luck) on the larger seal and only gedemu_n-nabi on the smaller one. Outside the
plan of the Mosque some of the holy places are indicated : makkamat Dahiid, el-manbar.

On some printed talismans(*#), on metal cases, as well as on some >idjazat (249)
the student may see the representation of one or more minarets with or without the

243  There are still other traditions, d@ératu_l- el-ghassaleh.
LF77 I ' . g
e “”_f' _‘HI' 4105 Idjazat are written certificates given by
244 A hadit invented by the Omayyads. szhs of some derwi order to their
245 As in essabt whiid es-suleimaniyah, hirz followers.
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crescent. Other representations on metal cases are palm trees, the hexagram, the sun,
the moon and flowers. While the later have only a decorative purpose the others
play an important réle in popular medicine. The palm tree is regarded by the Arabs
s the tree of life Palm branches are carried in funeral processions. They are stuck
on the grave and painted in mosques, houses and on the grave (M7),

On Christian metal cases we find, as a rule, representations of St. Mary,
with or without the child Christ, St. George (24%) fighting with the dragon, the
cross (), etc.

It may be stated at this point that Sunmni Mohammedans, or traditionalists,
employ only some of the figures described above, while the Skita, or “free thinkers”,
adopt more or less all of them ().

We may now turn to the description of muhallafatu_n-nabi (*'). The
printed part of this talisman measures 50 x 35 cms. It begins: “This talisman
contains the beautiful names of God, the Verse of the Throne, the seven saving
Verses, muballafatu_n-nabi—may peace and blessings be upon him—his names, the
names of akl Badr, the prayer of my lord «Abdu_l-Qider el-Djilani, a prayer for
dispersing difficulties and other things suitable for protecting against devils”. On
the periphery three rows of inscriptions encircle a central part which is divided
into four fields. The upper one (fig. 32) contains 3 large and 14 smaller circles.
The small circles contain the names: W-—y—a&ﬂf—ﬁx‘—f—ﬂ‘
s o At = (P> '-:""'_C‘)‘" 4 /‘c-—._‘,?'_}l ase — myl. The large middle
circle contains sirah 112 in beautiful arabesques surrounding the words &l e~
(;')1 o)\, which are written in the centre of an eight-rayed star. The right
circle contains siirah 1% and 295", the left one Sl_ﬂ'ah- 353 and 3_93' Two
semicircles in this part contain the inscriptions OF @l L2k and & J gy 4F ) pIEID
JJK’:L\ ‘Fﬁgg &) - J. The second field (see fig. 32) is taken up mostly by
the figure of a sword which is two-pointed. Above this one sees the words
Sadl 3 Y G Y, ‘}g AR N. This ﬁe_:ld has four -small_ ::m:les and two
bear the inscriptions &) 2\ and @Y s Y. The four

t,a.—,&‘rf‘,}“b-*:-'433&&1\';:"!\‘)—%“:“:@{5‘:“

semicircles. The latter

small circles are filled with

7 7 ¢ amulet. Realencyel. fiir protes. Theologie
247 Capasn, Plantiore ete. JPOS. VIIL. PP e, 1, & . Awwle
152 fi. 250 See also Budge, 67.
248 It is a very old custom 1o C;‘;"Y ﬁg“:f"‘ 251 whly o4 @l L e das Loy o€ 2
L . lets; Reallexicon aer R L B T
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Judg. 18, 24 1 Sam. 19, 13-

ning of the Vth century
arded as 2 powerful

k-"‘:"""”J s Jot ol Gl o3, Hall
sy os S i ey GO S e
L) e daod 2t LYY G B
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—Juin » A 442 sdems—_. The third field gives the pictures of
mujallafatu_n-nabi with their names. They are: a Qoridn, a rosary (%%, a
matress (%), a carpet (**), a stick, a shirt, a spear, a tooth pick, a cup, a mule (*5),
a water pitcher (**), two date trees, a collyrium bottle, a ring, a pair of shoe: (%),
a helmet (2%%), a handmillZ(®*), a crown, a sword, a coat, a comb (*®), two flags, and 2

SUTNRERRARIE

-
— w%”

Fige 32

pulpitt. The lowest field contains two large and six small circles. In the
right large circle the mujallafat are named again. This list, which is written in

252 The second list of wmufallafatu_n-nabi, 256 This object is repeated twice.
given in the fourth field, mentions two 257 Menti N Ly S
rosaries. The differences berween the - BxEions coly oue peir,
two lists are given in the following 258  Mighfar (michfariyeh) means also the
notes. head dress worn below the helmet,

2535 Three matresses.
254 Two carpets.

255 Zalillccdmlt:l,}:l;;c.{ a white colour and was %0 Called also b,

259 It is written &) instead of ok
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verse, makes some additions to the above. These are: a shield, three cups, a donkey
named Ya'lor, two striped garments, a fawn coloured shirt, a single stranded shirr,
2 wrapped cap, 2 javelin, half of the land Fadk, the land of widi_I-Qird, his part
in the third of Haibar and his part of the land of bani_n-Nadir. The left hand big
drcle contains the praver said to originate with ¢Abdu_|-Qader el-Djilini. The
invocation here is interesting: “l have scaled myself, my religion, my parents, and
all things given to me by my lord, by the strong seal by which He bhas sealed all
pars of heaven and earth” (*®'). The small circles contain: — ! h-—lﬁj‘\r‘g
Gl dl ey af — ondd A G YWY — o)) o)) ey — (B e &,
Yl e )

This talisman has been described in detail to prove the fact underlying
most talismans, which is important for the understanding of the composition of
most hudiub, The Oriental tries to combine in one and the same amulet several
“approved” forces in order to assure himself of the benefit. There are of course
simple amulets which contain only one type. But the rule is to call upon several
supernatural powers in as many ways as possible. This idea goes so far that
Mohammedans wear at times amulets which contain beside Arabic invocations also
Hebrew words written in Hebrew. Such amulets have been described by the present
writer elsewhere (¥2). 1 possess a certificate which used to be issued by some $ehs
of the Dome of the Rock to Mohammedan pilgrims visiting Jerusalem. It conrains,
beside some invocations and the hadit about Jerusalem being a spot of Paradise
(see above). a list of Mohammedan holy places which a pious Moslem should visit
while in Palestine. This certificate is carried also as a protective amulet. On ea_ch
perpendicular side of the Arabic text there are five seals of Jewish holy sites with
their names in Hebrew. This certificate used to be issued long before tl1e.“'ar‘, when
Jewish influence in Palestine was still very negligeable. The Jewish sanctuaries p1ctufed
in this amulet are: the tombs of the kings, the tomb of Rachel, two pictures showing
the mosque of Hebron (the cave of Machpelah), Mizpa Sall}UCl,.t]l'e tomb of Absa!crm,
Mount Zion and the Wailing Wall. One seal has no inscription and the wn.tm'g
of the last one could not be deciphered. This is another proof of Hebrew cabbalistic
influence on Arabic talismans. . v i )

Despite the analysis of mli_smans given in this ?aper the present writer
has to admit that many texts remain obscure and updet:lpherable. No doubt the
h writings are not based on any scientific or fixed system. Every

greater part of suc R 5 5
. | n peculiarities in writing letters, signs and figures.

feh has more of less his ow
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